


The Hong Kong Arts Festival is a prominent
arts event in the cultural calendar of Hong

Kong and the Asia Pacific region. Proudly
stepping into its 33rd year, the Festival
continues its vigorous pursuit of innovative
development; the presentation of new works
and the provision of quality arts.

In terms of the number and diversity of
programmes, the 2005 Festival is one of the
largest festivals to date, offering a wide variety
of inspiring art, music and cultural
programmes by prestigious international
artists and leading local talents. I am sure that
the Festival will further enhance Hong Kong’s
status as an international cultural metropolis.

I extend our warmest welcome to all
participating artists and wish all local and
overseas members of the audience a most
enjoyable time.

TUNG Chee Hwa
Chief Executive
Hong Kong Special Administrative Region
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Message from the Chairman

I warmly welcome you to the 33rd Arts Festival.
As a premier event in the Hong Kong cultural

calendar as well as the Asia Pacific region, the
Festival presents the finest international and
regional artists in an intense series of concerts and
performances, as well as showcases the creativity
of artistic talent in Hong Kong.

Appreciation and thanks are due to our main
subventing organisations – the Hong Kong
Government, through the Leisure and Cultural
Services Department, and the Hong Kong Jockey
Club Charities Trust. Their long and continued
patronage are what make these cultural
presentations possible.

In addition, we gratefully acknowledge the
generous support of many corporate sponsors,
arts institutions and individuals.

The Festival has always made our programmes
accessible to students and young audiences
through half-price student tickets and our Young
Friends Scheme. These schemes are funded by the
generous donations from numerous corporate
and individual donors.

The 2005 Festival offers a rich and stimulating
programme, with a variety of captivating
performances and choices, presenting a diverse range
of tastes with artistic excellence. We hope to offer
something enjoyable and of interest to everyone.

Above all, I would like to thank you, our patrons, for
your support and participation in the 2005 Festival.

Charles Lee

   The Hong Kong Arts Festival is made possible with the funding support of:
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Message from the Executive Director

The starting point for the programming of this 2005
Festival was the idea of contrasting opposites – ‘sacred

and profane’. Both of these elements are rich sources of
creative impulses for the performing arts in most cultures
and this thematic link is evident in much of our
programming. We hope these connections and contrasts
will make your Festival experience more engaging and
memorable.

Alongside all of our international artists, we are proud to
present many outstanding Hong Kong artists. For example,
the Hong Kong Philharmonic Orchestra and the Hong
Kong Repertory Theatre, as well as the fine young Hong
Kong musicians, pianist Rachel Cheung and the Fresh Air
Brass Quintet. Other important Hong Kong artists taking
part include Cantonese opera stars Mui Suet-see and Lee
Lung; Class 7A Drama Group; Chung Ying Theatre; Group
89268; the Material Girls; choreographer Daniel Yeung
and the remarkable combined talents of Lee Chun-chow,
Faye Leong, Gabriel Lee and Chong Mui-ngam in The
French Kiss.

In addition, our commitment to commissioning new work
from Hong Kong and around the world continues, with
pieces such as Amber, The Nightingale, All That Shanghai
Jazz, Material Girls, i-City, The French Kiss, Come Out &
Play and Little Prince Hamlet.

The 2005 Festival will offer a total of 124 performances
with 42 performing groups (32 overseas and 10 local), two
exhibitions and our Festival Plus programme of talks,
seminars and meet-the-artist sessions.

This is one of our largest Festivals to date, in terms of the
number and the diversity of programmes. I am sure too,
that it will be one of our most enjoyable and inspiring. We
are delighted that you could join us.

Douglas Gautier
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Studio Theatre,
Hong Kong Cultural Centre

18 - 20.2.2005

1 30
Running time:

approximately 1 hour and 30 minute
with no interval

To make this performance a pleasant experience for the artists and other members of the audience, PLEASE
switch off your ALARM WATCHES, MOBILE PHONES and PAGERS.

Eating, drinking, smoking, unauthorised photography and audio or video recording are forbidden in the
auditorium. Thank you for your cooperation.
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18.2.2005 ( Fri)
 Meet-the-Artist

(Post-Performance)

If you would like to meet Mario Pirovano,
please stay behind in the auditorium
after the performance

 All photographs © Christine Jones

Performer / Mario Pirovano
Translator

Author Dario Fo

Producer Marius Webb

Produced by Compagnia
Teatrale Fo-Rame
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9 Author’s Notes

Everyman
Dario Fo

Let us make it quite clear from the start that this is not the sorry story of the many
massacres of the Indian Peoples of the America’s carried out by the invading
Conquistadors. This is not the story of the usual losers. It is instead, the epic story
of a victory of a population of Indians.

There are two basic types of chronicle written about the discovery and the conquest
of the Americas. On the one hand, we have the accounts written by the scribes in
the pay of the victors. On the other hand we have the tales told by the also-rans,
the other ranks, tales often told from the front line, close to the action and not
always conquerors but sometimes prisoners, and even slaves!

Johan Padan is one of those lucky/unlucky adventurers, an unscrupulous clown
who cheats the gallows and despite his character and background still manages to
find himself centre stage at the most momentous time in the 15th Century – the
discovery of the Americas.

Johan Padan is a real figure although his name may not be exactly Johan Padan.
But his actions are real and they are told in the stories of the men who lived them.
These men were the foot-soldiers of Empire, the rank and file, the bit part players
who came from all over Europe to join a great adventure. Often desperate people,
whose lives counted for nothing in the official histories, they arrived in the West
Indies, made first contact with the local people and realised that they had a role to
play and that they could make a difference.

Johan Padan is a man from the mountains who has no love for the sea. But in spite
of himself, he is compelled to sail and embark on the great voyage of discovery. He
gets kidnapped by cannibals who fatten him up with the intention of eating him.
He is saved by a stroke of luck and becomes a shaman, a wizard, a doctor and is
honoured with the title ‘Son of the Rising Sun’. As a ‘Wise Man’ he is required to
teach what he knows to the Indians, which means teaching them the stories he
can remember from the Gospels. The Apocryphal Gospels, of course!

The simple seamen, the ranks of little worth, who sometimes switched sides with
the vanquished, are more important than we are used to imagine. Clearly, they
did not just content themselves with surviving. Often they worked for the other
side as strategists and military trainers, with the result that the Indians were able to
resist the invasion of the Christian world a little longer.

Here we have the marvellous opportunity to understand the tale of that most renowned
renegade of foot soldiers, told in his own voice: Johan Padan, ‘Son of the Rising Sun’.

Milan 2001
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All illustrations © Dario Fo
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Discovery Blues

Johan Padan and the Discovery of the Americas is a brilliant, vividly imagined
retelling of the voyages of Christopher Columbus and many others in the discovery
of the Americas. The story is told by a typical Italian seaman of the time - a feckless
and unfortunate youth who ends up on one of Columbus’s ships by accident,
rather than a sense of adventure. He is more intent on escaping from the terrors of
the Inquisition than a desire to discover a new world.

But that is what he does do, and he is delighted by courteous and friendly natives
and disgusted by the behaviour of his own countrymen towards these hospitable
people.  However, he has to look after his own skin and so when the orders come
to leave he rejoins the boat back to Spain. But the weather turns foul and the boat
is lost at sea.  Johan saves himself and four friends by releasing some pigs from
their cage and using them as life buoys to regain the shore.

They are soon found by some less than friendly natives who fatten them up and
then sell them as slaves to another tribe of Indians. Johan manages to remain
cheery through all this and the Indians take a liking to him. So much so that they
then prepare to eat him, because they believe that a happy person is more tasty
and digestible than an unhappy one.

The night before the big tribal
meal, Johan Padan decides to
escape while everyone is asleep.
He manages to free himself from
his bindings and heads for the
boundary of the compound, but
upon encountering some other
Indians he realises that his tribe is
under attack and he raises the
alarm. There is a pitched battle
with many wounded and dead on
both sides. The Shaman of his
village is badly wounded and
Johan sews him up with a needle
he has kept for mending sails.
Suddenly Johan is a figure of
importance and respect.

 The Storyline 15
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A Change of Status

That night he warns the Indians that
a storm is coming as he has
recognised a ring of clouds around
the moon. With tremendous wind
and rain they realise that a hurricane
is upon them so they retreat to the
safety of a cave. The next day, with
the return of the sun, the entire tribe
bows down before Johan and
elevates him to the status of a living
god. He is regarded as a Saint, a
Shaman, a Holy Man and the one to
lead the tribe out of the wilderness.
But Johan has other plans. He wants
to head to the west where he knows
there is a Spanish port and from
where he can get a ship home to
Europe.

Leading the tribe through the forests
and jungle is a big test. Being
cannibals they want to eat humans
when they run out of food, but Johan
won’t allow it. He learns how they
communicate using only smoke
signals. But the Indians do not want to continue towards the Spanish town and
Johan climbs a tree and refuses to come down and be their Shaman.   That night
many of the Indians get sick and are near death so they plead with Johan to come
down.

He realises that they are in bad shape so he gets them up and dancing, and after
a while this frenetic movement cures most of them. They set off again towards the
Spanish town and in the forest discover a wild black stallion, an animal the Indians
had never encountered before. Once again Johan is their saviour as he teaches
them to both break the animal and ride him. Soon they are experts too.

His reputation as a holy man increases further when he successfully predicts a fish
swarm in a lake they encounter. Here the fishermen have been waiting for two
years for such a phenomenon.

 The Storyline
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By now Johan has achieved an
enormous reputation as a Shaman
and has a veritable army of Indians
as his followers as he nears his first
encounter with the Spanish. He
realises that he has to teach his
Indians some of the ways of the
Spaniards so that they won’t be
immediately enslaved. One of the
things they lack, of course, is religion
and lacking any priests or religious
persons he decides to teach them
about Christianity, from the little he
can remember.

However some of the basics of
Christianity do not appeal to the
Indians. He tells them about Adam
and Eve, and the beginning of
creation. Some of the Christian
notions seem ridiculous to the
Indians, but he perseveres and above
all he teaches them a song he learnt
as boy, The Virgin Mary is Full of Joy.

Finally, Johan Padan and his ragged
band come across the Spanish city

that was founded five years earlier. In the port are many ships being loaded with
valuable goods to take back to Spain. Many Indians are working under the cruel
Spanish overseers when Johan and some eight thousand followers arrive, waving
crosses and singing hymns.

The Spanish Governor is astounded and accepts the gifts of precious gold and
jewels. He compliments Johan and offers the Indians work as free men. However
Johan realises that means they would work for free, but still be in chains. While
the Indians consider the offer of work, Johan is held by the Governor. Not
surprisingly the Indians fail to turn up for work the next day and so the Governor
decides to hang Johan as an example to them.

With Johan in mortal danger, the Indians attack the Spanish settlement and
because of the things they’re been taught by Johan they easily win the battle,
disarm the Spaniards and put them on their ships back to Spain in disgrace. The
port falls into disuse and soon returns to its natural state on the edge of the jungle.

 The Storyline
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New Land, New Life

Johan has naturally decided to stay with the Indians as he is now virtually a king
among them. The years pass by and they live in peace and prosperity. From time to
time a Spanish ship arrives on the horizon, but the Indians are wiser now and often
trick them into terrible fates by letting them wander into the jungle unopposed
and then setting fire to the whole lot.

Forty years on and Johan has lived most of his life now peacefully amongst the
Indians.  He is revered and has many children and grandchildren who all adore him
and call him “Father”. Every so often though nostalgia strikes and his past comes
back to him with memories of his homeland, the smells of its food, the sound of
the church bells and the old song The Virgin Mary is Full of Joy….

Oh how lovely, oh how jolly!
He still lives the son of Heaven,
He still lives the Son of Mary,
The Virgin Mary is full of joy.
None of us must fear any more
Not the Turks, nor the great wind,
Not the Turks, nor the Christians!
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Hong Kong and the Discovery of Dario Fo:
Introducing a European Master of Theatrical Burlesque

Michael Ingham

— Who cares! We need a scandal — like
it or not! So, like the Americans and the
British, we can be true Social Democrats,
and at last be able to shout, “We’re up
to our necks in shit, it’s true, and that’s
why we walk with our heads held high”.

So ends Italian dramatist Dario Fo’s most
international ly acclaimed play,
Accidental Death of An Anarchist, in
which the insane brutality of police and
judicial practices is revealed to the
audience through the hilarious but
insightful comic antics of an escaped
madman. Fo’s harsh and uncomfortable
truths about the corruption that lies at
the heart of western democracy’s brave
new world reflected his profound
scepticism at a time of great socio-

political upheaval when the play was written in 1970. However, they now sound
remarkably similar to Michael Moore’s compelling documentation of the tragic-
comedy of the present era, in which the forces of neo-imperialism have discarded
even the facade of democratic liberalism that Fo so heartily mocks in his farcical
masterpiece.

In his latest work the evergreen Fo, who has been a force to be reckoned with in
European theatre, as well a thorn in the side of the right-wing Italian Catholic
establishment, since the early 1950s, focuses the spotlight of his wickedly
subversive wit on an older subject. What the title of his play, Johan Padan and
the Discovery of America does not reveal is that in Fo’s treatment of these
historically controversial events, the word ‘discovery’ is used in a largely
ironic sense. As Gavin Menzies’ recent book, 1421: The Year China Discovered

 Feature
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the World has convincingly claimed, the Chinese eunuch admiral, Zheng He,
appears to have reached America 70 years before Columbus. Even more damaging
to Columbus’s claim is the evidence that Columbus himself used maps created by
the conveniently forgotten Chinese master cartographer, who accompanied Zheng
He on his voyages. The credibility of Columbus’s ‘discovery’ is also undermined by
the strong likelihood that Viking Erik the Red reached America three centuries
earlier.

By inventing the story of a hapless young Italian, Johan Padan (from Bergamo in
northern Italy near Fo’s home village on Lake Maggiore), the writer offers a parallel
version to challenge the received myth surrounding the events of the Columbus
voyage. Fo’s one-man dramatic narrative — the actor plays not only
Columbus’s fellow Italian, Padan, but also impersonates native Amer-
Indians and Spanish priests and soldiers — paints an anarchically funny
and absurd picture of a mission to conquer and civilize that is eerily
reminiscent of white Anglo-Saxon adventurism and imperialism in
modern-day Iraq. The abuses of Abu Ghraib find their precedents in the
systematic torture, rape and enslavement of the native Indians in the name of
Christianity and civilization.

The play echoes the style and themes of Fo’s 1950s theatre, especially his revue,
Un Ditto Nell’Occhio (One in the Eye), which poked an irreverent and mocking
finger in the eye of a cosmetic capitalist liberalism that had continued to rely on
fascist-inspired authoritarianism. In another of his early 1960s revues the Columbus
myth is a central motif. Fo imagines a weary and embittered Columbus disgusted
by the lack of recognition he receives from the calculating Spanish monarchs on
his return from the New World.

Forty years on, Fo’s explosive new text of Johan Padan — replete with colourful
onomatopoeia, expletives and scatological references — still relies on the actor’s
virtuosity to create the story through language and gesture in the collective
imagination of the audience. This pared-down actor-audience communication lies
at the heart of Dario Fo’s art. His actors — and Mario Pirovano as Johan Padan
exemplifies this — are steeped in the tradition of commedia dell ‘arte (Italy’s
conventional comic style) and modern cabaret and forum theatre, all popular and
often politically interventionist art forms. Similar direct and populist forms of theatre
are evident in the works of Brecht and Boal, with whom Fo’s work has much in
common. In Fo’s case, however, the comic muse shines through more brightly.

 Feature
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The social satire of Johan Padan is very much in the traditions of Voltaire’s famous
comic novella, Candide, or Jonathan Swift’s Gulliver’s Travels, in which the traveller’s
experiences of new worlds cause him to become utterly disillusioned with the social
mores and customs of his own ‘civilization’ when he returns. Indeed, Johan Padan’s
narration of escaping the Spanish Inquisition, of shipwreck and being saved from
drowning by perching on the backs of pigs, of meeting hospitable and highly
civilized American Indians, of cavorting with buxom Indian women in hammocks
and so on is admittedly picaresque and comically exaggerated. It contains distinct
echoes of both the style of European novels like Don Quixote and the farcical, down-
to-earth genre of commedia dell ‘arte.

Ultimately, though, the theme and tone are more than simply comic. Johan Padan’s
journey of discovery is both spiritual and personal. In going native and rejecting
the values of his own barbaric civilization Padan finds himself and achieves
contentment, in spite of his occasional nostalgia for a homeland he will never see
again. The play as a whole calls into question the relative notions of
civilization and barbarism; and burlesques the grand narratives of post-
Columbus western imperialism. Bush supporters beware: this play is
guaranteed to raise your blood pressure dramatically!

 Feature
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Dario Fo
Author

A popular and controversial playwright, actor and director, Dario Fo has earned
international acclaim for his political satires and farces. Often considered the
rightful heir of Aristophanes, Fo has led the field in political satire in Europe for over
30 years. The main targets of his ideologically inspired attacks have been capitalism,
imperialism and corruption in the Italian government. For performances outside of
Italy, his comedies are frequently adapted to reflect local political conditions.

Born in 1926, Dario Fo began his career as a performer in satirical cabaret-style
revues. Later he wrote, produced and directed a string of successful ‘bourgeois
comedies’ (so called because they were performed mainly for middle class
audiences). He has also written for and performed in several films.  His one foray
into television was as writer, director and co-star of Italy’s most popular television
series, Canzonissima, was ultimately removed from the airwaves by the Italian
government after Fo portrayed a 12th century Pope who was known for being
particularly cruel and hanging monks by their tongues from the church doors when
they didn’t agree with him.

Fo was refused a visa to enter the US during the 1970’s and 1980’s under the
McClaren Act. It was not until Robert Brustein and the American Repertory Theater
invited him to perform in 1986 that he was finally granted entry. At the time of
this appearance, he made a point of thanking Ronald Reagan for all the publicity
that had been generated by keeping him out of the country.

Since 1954, Dario Fo has been married to Franca Rame, his chief collaborator and
co-star. His best known plays include Accidental Death of an Anarchist, We Won’t
Pay! We Won’t Pay!, and Orgasmo Adulto Escapes from the Zoo.

He was awarded the Nobel Prize for Literature in 1997 for “emulating the jesters
of the Middle Ages in scourging authority and upholding the dignity of the
downtrodden”.
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1983

1987
RAI 3

1991

1999 2002
2003 10

Mario Pirovano
Performer / Translator

Since 1983 Mario Pirovano has taken part in all the works produced by Dario Fo
and Franca Rame either as an actor or as an assistant producer, stage director or
simultaneous translator. In 1987 with Fo and Rame he acted in the programme
Forced Broadcast, shown in eight episodes on the RAI 3 television channel.

In 1991, whilst continuing to follow the tours of the two artists, Pirovano himself
began to perform the one-man-show Comic Mystery Play. He is still performing it
in a great variety of venues, squares, schools, gymnasia, churches, social clubs, as
well as theatres in Italy and abroad.

Since 1999, Pirovano has been performing Johan Padan and the Discovery of
America, which he translated into English. He gave the play’s first UK performance
in London in 2002 at the Riverside Theatre. In October 2003 he took Johan Padan
and the Discovery of America to the Melbourne International Arts Festival, where
he was the only actor representing Italy. He himself produced the play, which also
met with resounding success in Brisbane and Sydney.

From left to right: Dario Fo, Mario Pirovano and Franca Rame
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Simply Art Simply Art
Sole Cultural Goods
Spanish Chamber of Commerce in

Hong Kong
Starbucks Coffee
Stevenson, Wong & Co
Sunrise Music
Swindon Book Company Ltd

Team and Concepts Ltd Team and Concepts Ltd
Television Broadcasts Ltd
TIME
Tom Lee Music Company Ltd
University Museum and Art Gallery,

The University of Hong Kong
Universal Music Ltd
URBTIX
Warner Music Hong Kong
Wing Hang Bank Ltd
YMCA of Hong Kong

Zenith Designing & Printing Zenith Designing & Printing
Services Ltd Services Ltd

Zonta Club of Hong Kong
Zonta Club of Hong Kong
Zonta Club of Hong Kong East
Zonta Club of Kowloon
Zonta Club of the New Territories
Zonta Club of Victoria



Patron

The Honourable Tung Chee-hwa

Honorary Life President
Sir Run Run Shaw, CBE

Executive Committee

Mr Charles Y K Lee, GBS, JP

Mr Rafael Hui, GBS, JP

Mr Billy Li

Mr Wayne Leung
Mr Peter Thompson, SBS, OBE, LLD, JP
Dr Allan Zeman, GBS, JP
Mrs Mariana Cheng, BBS, JP
Mrs Clara Weatherall
Mr Ronald Arculli, GBS, JP
Ms Teresa Hong
Mr Timothy Cheung

Programme Committee

Mr Rafael Hui, GBS, JP

Prof Lo King-man, MBE, JP

Prof David Gwilt, MBE
Mr Nicholas James
Dr Joanna C Lee
Mr Nelson Leong
Mr Fredric Mao
Mr Tam Wing-pong, JP
Mrs Clara Weatherall
Ms Yao Jue
Mr Daniel Ng

Mr Joseph Seelig

Finance and Management Committee

Mr Billy Li

Mr Rafael Hui, GBS, JP

Mr Wayne Leung
Mr Nelson Leong

Development Committee

Mr Wayne Leung

Dr Allan Zeman, GBS, JP
Mrs Leong Yu-san

Mrs Clara Weatherall
Mrs Mariana Cheng, BBS, JP
Mrs Igna Dedeu
Ms Deborah Biber
Ms Alexandria J Albers
Ms Peggy Liu

Honorary Solicitor
Stevenson, Wong & Co

Hong Kong Arts Festival Trust

Mr Angus H Forsyth

Mr Darwin Chen, SBS, ISO
Mrs Mona Leong, BBS, MBE, JP
Mr John C C Chan, GBS, JP
Mr Rafael Hui, GBS, JP

Mr Martin Barrow, GBS, CBE, JP
Mr Thomas Kwok, JP
Dr The Hon David K P Li, GBS, JP
Mrs Mona Leong, BBS, MBE, JP

PricewaterhouseCoopers

 Address:  12th Floor, Hong Kong Arts Centre, 2 Harbour Road, Wanchai, Hong Kong
 Telephone: 2824 3555    Fax: 2824 3798 / 2824 3722    Website: http://www.hk.artsfestival.org    Email: afgen@hkaf.org



Staff

Douglas Gautier

Programme

Grace Lang

So Kwok-wan
Mio Margarit Chow

Linda Yip (on study leave)

Eddy Zee

Marketing

Katy Cheng

Alexia Chow
Chris Lam
Andy Yau

Development

Angela Hui

Eunice Chan

Accounts

June Yun

Bonia Wong

Administration

Carmen Chu

Virginia Li

Tony Cheng

Staff (contract)

Programme

Elvis King

Tiffany Yiu
Roy Leung

Andrew Chan

Eva Lau

Christina Lee

Billy Chan
Cat Cheng
Rufina Fung
Nancy Lam
Kathy Lee
Gary Leung

Joey Chan

Publication

Daisy Chu

Mya Kirwan Mya Kirwan

John Wong

Marketing

Agatha Ho

Michelle Yeung

Ada Mak

Alfee So
Wu Kai-yin
Pang Leo

Development

Michelle Ching

Administration

Dicky Chan

     Published by Hong Kong Arts Festival Society Limited     Printed by A.Plus Design
   Reproduction in whole  or in part without written permission is strictly prohibited.
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