


The Hong Kong Arts Festival is a prominent
arts event in the cultural calendar of Hong

Kong and the Asia Pacific region. Proudly
stepping into its 33rd year, the Festival
continues its vigorous pursuit of innovative
development; the presentation of new works
and the provision of quality arts.

In terms of the number and diversity of
programmes, the 2005 Festival is one of the
largest festivals to date, offering a wide variety
of inspiring art, music and cultural
programmes by prestigious international
artists and leading local talents. I am sure that
the Festival will further enhance Hong Kong’s
status as an international cultural metropolis.

I extend our warmest welcome to all
participating artists and wish all local and
overseas members of the audience a most
enjoyable time.

TUNG Chee Hwa
Chief Executive
Hong Kong Special Administrative Region
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Message from the Chairman

I warmly welcome you to the 33rd Arts Festival.
As a premier event in the Hong Kong cultural

calendar as well as the Asia Pacific region, the
Festival presents the finest international and
regional artists in an intense series of concerts and
performances, as well as showcases the creativity
of artistic talent in Hong Kong.

Appreciation and thanks are due to our main
subventing organisations – the Hong Kong
Government, through the Leisure and Cultural
Services Department, and the Hong Kong Jockey
Club Charities Trust. Their long and continued
patronage are what make these cultural
presentations possible.

In addition, we gratefully acknowledge the
generous support of many corporate sponsors,
arts institutions and individuals.

The Festival has always made our programmes
accessible to students and young audiences
through half-price student tickets and our Young
Friends Scheme. These schemes are funded by the
generous donations from numerous corporate
and individual donors.

The 2005 Festival offers a rich and stimulating
programme, with a variety of captivating
performances and choices, presenting a diverse range
of tastes with artistic excellence. We hope to offer
something enjoyable and of interest to everyone.

Above all, I would like to thank you, our patrons, for
your support and participation in the 2005 Festival.

Charles Lee

   The Hong Kong Arts Festival is made possible with the funding support of:
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Message from the Executive Director

The starting point for the programming of this 2005
Festival was the idea of contrasting opposites – ‘sacred

and profane’. Both of these elements are rich sources of
creative impulses for the performing arts in most cultures
and this thematic link is evident in much of our
programming. We hope these connections and contrasts
will make your Festival experience more engaging and
memorable.

Alongside all of our international artists, we are proud to
present many outstanding Hong Kong artists. For example,
the Hong Kong Philharmonic Orchestra and the Hong
Kong Repertory Theatre, as well as the fine young Hong
Kong musicians, pianist Rachel Cheung and the Fresh Air
Brass Quintet. Other important Hong Kong artists taking
part include Cantonese opera stars Mui Suet-see and Lee
Lung; Class 7A Drama Group; Chung Ying Theatre; Group
89268; the Material Girls; choreographer Daniel Yeung
and the remarkable combined talents of Lee Chun-chow,
Faye Leong, Gabriel Lee and Chong Mui-ngam in The
French Kiss.

In addition, our commitment to commissioning new work
from Hong Kong and around the world continues, with
pieces such as Amber, The Nightingale, All That Shanghai
Jazz, Material Girls, i-City, The French Kiss, Come Out &
Play and Little Prince Hamlet.

The 2005 Festival will offer a total of 124 performances
with 42 performing groups (32 overseas and 10 local), two
exhibitions and our Festival Plus programme of talks,
seminars and meet-the-artist sessions.

This is one of our largest Festivals to date, in terms of the
number and the diversity of programmes. I am sure too,
that it will be one of our most enjoyable and inspiring. We
are delighted that you could join us.

Douglas Gautier



520 Cantonese Opera

Concert Hall, Hong Kong City Hall

3 - 5.3.2005

Auditorium, Sha Tin Town Hall

7 - 8.3.2005

To make this performance a pleasant experience for the artists and other members of the audience,
PLEASE switch off your ALARM WATCHES, MOBILE PHONES and PAGERS.

Eating, drinking, smoking, unauthorised photography and audio or video recording are forbidden
in the auditorium. Thank you for your cooperation.

3.3.2005 Page 9 
The Gold-braided Fan

4.3.2005 Page 13 
The Blessing of the Moon

5.3.2005 Page 14 
The Pipa

7.3.2005 Page 17 
June Snow

8.3.2005 Page 19 
Princess Chang Ping

Performed in Cantonese with
Chinese surtitles and English synopses

4
Running time: approximately 4 hours,

including one interval

Performers Lee Lung and Mui Suet-see

Tong Tik-sang

Masterpieces by



7 Credit List

Cast

Leading cast Lee Lung and Mui Suet-see
Performers Yau Sing-po

Liu Kwok-shum
Yam Bing-yee
Yuen Siu-fai

Production Team

Coordinator Mui Suet-see
Music Leader Chu Hing-cheung
Percussion Leader Ko Yun-kuen
Manager Wong Shiu-sun
Stage Manager Leung Hiu-fai
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9 Cast and Synopsis

3 March 2005 (Thursday)

The Gold-braided Fan

Cast
Kwok Yim-cheung Lee Lung
Lui Chiu-wah Mui Suet-see
Lee Ban-hou Yau Sing-po
Lui Kong Liu Kwok-shum
Lee Kwai-ying Yam Bing-yee
Wong Lun-shu Yuen Siu-fai

Synopsis
The Kwok and Lui families are close friends and the Emperor has sent a pair of
golden fans to encourage the marriage of Yim-cheung (the son of the Kwok family)
to Chiu-wah (the daughter of the Lui family). Meanwhile Chiu-wah’s father, Lui
Kong, is appointed to a high position in the Ministry of Rites, while the Kwok family
declines. Yim-cheung then moves into the Lui family home, relying on the good
offices of their old family friends.

Lui Kong’s uncle Lee Ban-hou has a daughter, Kwai-ying, who is lively and
mischievous by nature. Dressed in men’s clothing, she pays a night-time visit to
Chiu-wah. Lui Kong mistakes her for Yim-cheung and offended by the accusation
Yim-cheung angrily departs the Lui household. Lui Kong is also angry at his
daughter’s supposed behaviour and evicts her from their home.

Later, when Chiu-wah is accused of murder she is sent to the borderlands for
military service. Meanwhile Yim-cheung who is gaining attention from officialdom
is also seconded to the borderlands. Eager to put things right, Kwai-ying travels
with her mother to the borderlands to explain matters to Yim-cheung. All
suspicions and doubts are then resolved and the gold-braided fan has worked its
magic by bringing about a happy ending.



13 Cast and Synopsis

4 March 2005 (Friday)

The Blessing of the Moon

Cast
Cheung Sai-lung Lee Lung
Wong Shui-lan Mui Suet-see
Wong Chun Yau Sing-po
Bin Lau-tong Liu Kwok-shum
Chang Shui-lin Yam Bing-yee
Chun Hing-fok Yuen Siu-Fai

Synopsis
Wong Chun, a high official in the Ministry of Military Affairs, is sent out to quell an
uprising when he is separated from his wife and daughter. His daughter Wong
Shui-lan comes across Cheung Sai-lung, who has been separated from his sister.
Shui-lan and Sai-lung become companions in distress and are later married.

After the uprising has been quelled, Wong Chun learns of his daughter’s marriage
and of her reduced circumstances. He forces a split between his daughter and her
husband, and then falsely spreads a rumour that Shui-lan has died. In despair, Sai-
lung tries to commit suicide by throwing himself in the river, but luckily is saved.

Later Sai-lung achieves the highest honour in the Imperial Examinations and goes
to the temple to worship the moon and remember Shui-lan. There he comes across
Shui-lan and learns that his sister had been adopted by the Wong family. At last,
brother and sister, and husand and wife are reunited.



14  Cast and Synopsis

5 March 2005 (Saturday)

The Pipa

Cast
Choi Pak-gai Lee Lung
Chiu Ng-leung Mui Suet-see
Ngau Tsang-yu Yau Sing-po
Choi’s Father / Emperor Liu Kwok-shum
Ngau Wai-lan Yam Bing-yee
Kwai Nam-fan Yuan Siu-fai

Synopsis
Choi Pak-gai and Chiu Ng-leung are married just before Pak-gai travels to the
capital to sit for the Imperial Examinations. Pak-gai, who is both handsome and
talented, soon comes to the attention of Prime Minister Ngau Tsang-yu who wants
Pak-gai to marry his daughter. Pak-gai refuses the honour. However Ngau is so
eager for the union, to stop Pak-gai thinking about his wife he spreads a rumour
that she has died.

Meanwhile in the countryside a devastating drought has led to the deaths of Pak-
gai’s parents. In order to pay for the funerals, Ng-leung has had to sell her hair to
raise the money. She then sets off for the capital to find her husband.

Ngau Tsang-yu continues to press for the union of Pak-gai to his daughter, but the
young man remains unwilling shaving his head and becoming a monk in order to
renounce marriage. Some time later Pak-gai and Ng-leung meet by chance at a
ruined temple and share their sad tales. As they embrace in tears, Ngau and his
daughter Wai-lan arrive with the Emperor’s permission for Pak-gai to return to lay
life and be reunited with his beloved wife.



17 Cast and Synopsis

7 March 2005 (Monday)

June Snow

Cast
Choi Cheong-chung Lee Lung
Dau Or Mui Suet-see
Mother Choi Yau Sing-po
Chin Muk Liu Kwok-shum
Fung Ping Yam Bing-yee
Cheung Lo Yuen Siu-fai

Synopsis
Mother Choi bought the girl Dau Or to eventually marry her son, Cheong-chung.
Her neighbour, the wealthy Cheung Lo becomes captivated by the girl's beauty.
Cheong-chung finishes his studies, returns home to marry Dau Or and three days
later sets off for the capital to sit the Imperial Examinations. Cheung Lo then falsely
spreads the news that Cheong-chung has died and presses Dau Or to marry him,
but she adamantly refuses.

Zhang Lu wants to kill Mother Choi, but instead inadvertently kills his own mother.
He then claims that Mother Choi was responsible for the murder. Dau Or then steps
forward to save her mother-in-law by claiming guilt for the crime. On the summer
day the sentence is to be carried out, the heavens recognise the devoted and innocent
Dau Or. Despite it being the month of June it snows, and Dau Or is reprieved.

Cheong-chung then returns covered in glory from his excellent examination results.
He orders a retrial for Dau Or and the true facts of the case are revealed. The Choi
family are reunited in joy, while Cheung Lo and the corrupt officials are imprisoned.



19 Cast and Synopsis

8 March 2005 (Tuesday)

Princess Chang Ping

Cast
Chow Sai-hin Lee Lung
Princess Chang Ping (Cheung Ping) Mui Suet-see
Chow Chung Yau Sing-po
Emperor Chong Ching / Ching Emperor Liu Kwok-shum
Chow Shui-lan Yam Bing-yee
Chow Po-lun Yuen Siu-fai

Synopsis
In the 17th year of the reign of the Ming Emperor Chong Ching, the country was
in poor circumstances.  Emperor Chong Ching's daughter, Princess Cheung Ping,
then 15 years old, has fallen in love with Chow Sai-hin, the son of the official for
animal husbandry.

When the imperial city comes under attack the Emperor not wanting to see his
daughter fall into the hands of the renegades, tries to kill her. The Princess is saved
by Chow Chung and then retires to live in a nunnery.

Meanwhile the new Ching Emperor has learned of this matter and ordered Sai-hin
to bring the Princess back to the palace where he hopes to make use of her.
Princess Cheung Ping and Sai-hin discuss their position before reporting to the
Ching court. Cheung Ping decides to ask for the peaceful interment of her father
and the release of her brother from captivity. The Ching Emperor agrees to both
these requests and so Cheung Ping and Sai-hin then return to the court.  However
realising that the Princess will become a political tool the young couple commit
suicide on their wedding night.

Translated by Pan Shih



26  Feature

  



29

1917 1937

1956

 

1959 9 14  

Tong Tik-sang Librettist
Tong Tik-sang was a native of Guangdong province, but was born in Heilongjiang province
in 1917. His parents died during the Japanese bombardment of Shanghai in 1937, and
Tong Tik-sang was forced to go first to Guangzhou and then to Hong Kong in 1938.

In Hong Kong, Tong joined the Kok Sin Sing Opera Troupe led by Sit Kok-sin. He
started as a transcriber, and later at the encouragement of the troupe’s leader and
noted librettist Fung Chi-fun he took up writing librettos as a career.

By the 1950s, Tong Tik-sang was already known for his popular operas. Most of the top
Cantonese Opera stars, including Sit Kok-sin, Ma See-tsang, Hung Sin-nui, Tang Bik-wan,
Ho Fei-fan, Mak Bing-wing, Ng Kwan-lai and Law Yim-hing appeared in his works.

In 1956, Yam Kim-fai and Bak Suet-sin established the Sin Fung Ming Opera
Troupe with Leng Chi-bak, and Leung Sing-bo. They engaged Tong as their
resident librettist to rewrite the operas of the Yuan, Ming and Ching dynasties.

By this time, Tong Tik-sang’s skills as a librettist had matured. His operas won him
many fans and the Sing Fung Ming troupe gained unprecedented popularity
through such operas as Dream of Peony Pavilion, Butterfly Shadowed Red Pear
Chronicle, Princess Chang Ping, Legend of Purple Hairpin, Dream of the Red
Chamber and Reincarnation of Lady Plum Blossom.

During the premiere of the Reincarnation of Lady Plum Blossom on 14 September
1959, Tong Tik-sang suffered a brain haemorrhage. He died the following day
aged 42.

 Biographies
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1965 1973

1988 1992

1993 5

2002

2002 10

Mui Suet-yee Actor and Coordinator
Lui Chiu-Wah (The Gold-braided Fan) / Wong Shui-lan (The Blessing of the Moon) /
Chiu Ng-leung (The Pipa) / Dau Or (June Snow) / Princess Cheung Ping (Princess Chang Ping)

A native of Enping in Guangdong province, Mui Suet-yee was originally named
Fung Lai-man. She joined the Sin Fung Ming Opera troupe at a very young age and
studied stage movement and basic Cantonese opera skills under her mentors, Yam
Kim-fai and Bak Suet-sin.

In 1965, she joined the Chor Fung Ming Opera Troupe where she was one of 12 star
performers. Re-organised in 1973, the troupe enjoyed 20 more years of frequent and
popular performances, including tours to Singapore, Malaysia, the US and Canada.
Until the 1990s, the troupe was the best in Hong Kong and inspired many young
people to take up Cantonese opera singing. The troupe continued to develop after
another re-organisation in 1988. They stopped performing in 1992.

In May 1993, Mui Suet-yee started up the Hing Fung Ming Opera Troupe together
with Lam Kam-tong. She played with a male wen wu (civil or military) roles
specialist for the first time and chose other operas than those written for Yam Bak
and by Tong Tik-sang. She also attempted martial roles. The Hing Fung Ming Opera
Troupe stopped performing in 2002.

In October 2002, Mui Suet-yee formed the Fung Wo Ming Opera Troupe and
together with the martial role specialist Lee Lung, she performed at the Esplanade-
Theatres on the Bay, Singapore where she put on Legend of Purple Hairpin,
Reincarnation of Lady Plum Blossom, and Princess Chang Ping.

Throughout her long career, Mui Suet-yee has honed her craft to perfection. Her
voice is crystal-clear and finely resonant. Her acting is superbly natural and her
performances are always finely tuned.

Translated by Pan Shih

 Biographies



33

1997 3

Lee Lung Actor
Kwok Yim-cheung (The Gold-braided Fan) / Chang Sai-lung (The Blessing of the
Moon) / Choi Pak-gai (The Pipa) / Choi Cheong-chung (June Snow) / Chow Sai-hin
(Princess Chang Ping)

Lee Lung studied under Chan Fei-lung. He has been a principal actor in Cantonese
opera since the 1970s. In March 1997 he formed the Lung Kar Fung Opera Troupe
and has since been sharing the stage with female stars such as Nam Fung, Wan
Fei-yin, and Chan Wing-yee. He is recognised for his versatility in playing both civil
and military roles.

1992 1993
1995 1994

1997
1999

Yau Sing-po Actor
Lee Ban-hou (The Gold-braided Fan) / Wong Chun (The Blessing of the Moon) /
Ngau Tsang-yu (The Pipa) / Mother Choi (June Snow) / Chow Chung (Princess
Chang Ping)

Yau Sing-po was born into a family of Cantonese opera singers. He initially
performed wen wu (civilian or military male) roles, but has specialised in lao sheng
(elderly male) and chou (clown) roles since the late 1960s. Yau trained under
renowned Beijing opera performer Li Wan-chun and his senior, Liu Xun.

Yau received the Stage Performer of the Year Award from the Hong Kong Artists’
Guild in 1992. His performances include Fifteen Strings of Cash (1933), Cao Cao
and Yang Xiu (1994), Farewell My Concubine (1995), The Poet Li Bai (1997) and
Madam She Leads Her Armies to War (1999).

 Biographies
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Liu Kwok-shum Actor
Lui Kong (The Gold-braided Fan) / Bin Lau-tong (The Blessing of the Moon) /
Father Choi, Emperor Yan (The Pipa) / Chin Muk (June Snow) / Emperor Chong
Ching, Ching Emperor (Princess Chang Ping)

Liu Kwok-shum was among the first group of graduates of the Chinese Opera
Institute and a student of the famous musician, Wong Yuet-san. He has also
studied the art of the Northern School under Yam Dai-fun. As a regular guest of
the Chor Fung Ming Opera Troupe, Liu has performed in Li Yu – The Last Emperor
of Southern Tang Dynasty and Butterfly Shadowed and Red Pear Chronicle. He is
also active in other troupes of Hong Kong.

1956
1968

1979

Yam Bing-yee Actor
Lee Kwai-ying (The Gold-braided Fan) / Cheung Shui-lin (The Blessing of the Moon) /
Ngau Wai-lan (The Pipa) / Fung Ping (June Snow) / Chow Shui-lan (Princess Chang
Ping)

Yam Bing-yee followed her sister, the renowned opera star Yam Kim-fai, into
Cantonese opera studies. At the age of 11, she started performing supporting
roles. In 1956, Yam Kim-fai and Bak Suet-sin established the Sin Fung Ming Opera
Theatre troupe. Yam Bing-yee was a supporting dan (female) for the troupe until
it was dissolved in 1968. In the 1970s Yam became the top supporting dan in Hong
Kong and was in great demand to perform with many troupes. In 1979 she joined
the Chor Fung Ming Opera Theatre.

 Biographies
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1991

1993

Yuen Siu-fai Actor
Wong Lun-shu (The Gold-braided Fan) / Chun Hing-fok (The Blessing of the Moon)
/ Kwai Nam-fan (The Pipa) / Cheung Lo (June Snow) / Chow Po-lun (Princess Chang
Ping)

Yuen Siu-fai started acting at the age of seven. He studied with Sun Ting Heung
Yiu, Mak Bing-wing and Yuen Siu-tin. Yuen was awarded the Hong Kong Artist
Award in 1991. After being knighted in 1992, he was invited to perform in front
of the British royal family in London.

In 1993 Yuen established the House of Cantonese Opera, whose works include
Three Generals Trapped at Mount Xiao and The Orphan of the Zhao Family. Yuen
works with the Education Department and universities to introduce Cantonese
opera in schools.
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