


The Hong Kong Arts Festival is a prominent
arts event in the cultural calendar of Hong

Kong and the Asia Pacific region. Proudly
stepping into its 33rd year, the Festival
continues its vigorous pursuit of innovative
development; the presentation of new works
and the provision of quality arts.

In terms of the number and diversity of
programmes, the 2005 Festival is one of the
largest festivals to date, offering a wide variety
of inspiring art, music and cultural
programmes by prestigious international
artists and leading local talents. I am sure that
the Festival will further enhance Hong Kong’s
status as an international cultural metropolis.

I extend our warmest welcome to all
participating artists and wish all local and
overseas members of the audience a most
enjoyable time.

TUNG Chee Hwa
Chief Executive
Hong Kong Special Administrative Region
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Message from the Chairman

I warmly welcome you to the 33rd Arts Festival.
As a premier event in the Hong Kong cultural

calendar as well as the Asia Pacific region, the
Festival presents the finest international and
regional artists in an intense series of concerts and
performances, as well as showcases the creativity
of artistic talent in Hong Kong.

Appreciation and thanks are due to our main
subventing organisations – the Hong Kong
Government, through the Leisure and Cultural
Services Department, and the Hong Kong Jockey
Club Charities Trust. Their long and continued
patronage are what make these cultural
presentations possible.

In addition, we gratefully acknowledge the
generous support of many corporate sponsors,
arts institutions and individuals.

The Festival has always made our programmes
accessible to students and young audiences
through half-price student tickets and our Young
Friends Scheme. These schemes are funded by the
generous donations from numerous corporate
and individual donors.

The 2005 Festival offers a rich and stimulating
programme, with a variety of captivating
performances and choices, presenting a diverse range
of tastes with artistic excellence. We hope to offer
something enjoyable and of interest to everyone.

Above all, I would like to thank you, our patrons, for
your support and participation in the 2005 Festival.

Charles Lee

   The Hong Kong Arts Festival is made possible with the funding support of:
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Message from the Executive Director

The starting point for the programming of this 2005
Festival was the idea of contrasting opposites – ‘sacred

and profane’. Both of these elements are rich sources of
creative impulses for the performing arts in most cultures
and this thematic link is evident in much of our
programming. We hope these connections and contrasts
will make your Festival experience more engaging and
memorable.

Alongside all of our international artists, we are proud to
present many outstanding Hong Kong artists. For example,
the Hong Kong Philharmonic Orchestra and the Hong
Kong Repertory Theatre, as well as the fine young Hong
Kong musicians, pianist Rachel Cheung and the Fresh Air
Brass Quintet. Other important Hong Kong artists taking
part include Cantonese opera stars Mui Suet-see and Lee
Lung; Class 7A Drama Group; Chung Ying Theatre; Group
89268; the Material Girls; choreographer Daniel Yeung
and the remarkable combined talents of Lee Chun-chow,
Faye Leong, Gabriel Lee and Chong Mui-ngam in The
French Kiss.

In addition, our commitment to commissioning new work
from Hong Kong and around the world continues, with
pieces such as Amber, The Nightingale, All That Shanghai
Jazz, Material Girls, i-City, The French Kiss, Come Out &
Play and Little Prince Hamlet.

The 2005 Festival will offer a total of 124 performances
with 42 performing groups (32 overseas and 10 local), two
exhibitions and our Festival Plus programme of talks,
seminars and meet-the-artist sessions.

This is one of our largest Festivals to date, in terms of the
number and the diversity of programmes. I am sure too,
that it will be one of our most enjoyable and inspiring. We
are delighted that you could join us.

Douglas Gautier



25 Russian Choir 5

St John’s Cathedral

8 - 10.3.2005

To make this performance a pleasant experience for the artists and other members of the audience,
PLEASE switch off your ALARM WATCHES, MOBILE PHONES and PAGERS.

Eating, drinking, smoking, unauthorised photography and audio or video recording are forbidden
in the auditorium. Thank you for your cooperation.

1 50

Running time:
approximately 1 hour and 50 minutes

with one interval
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Founder and Artistic Director Tamara Pilipchuk

Sopranos
Lyubov Ustinova leading soloist
Nina Gorokhova leading soloist
Irina Gamayunova soloist
Marina Kuznetsova
Marina Fisunova

Altos
Svetlana Sergeeva leading soloist
Antonida Timofeeva leading soloist
Elisaveta Pavlova

Tenors
Sergey Zaytsev leading soloist
Igor Sharov
Anton Sergeev

Baritones
Ivan Barykin leading soloist
Vassiliy Nikolaev

Basses
Victor Obnosov leading soloist
Andrey Zhuravlev leading soloist
Vladimir Lisnevskiy
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The songs performed tonight will be selected from the following:

Part I
1. Resurrection Hymn (eulogitaria) from the Morning Service on Sunday (end of 9th

to beginning of 10th Century)
“Praise the Lord, teach me Thy wisdom. The host of angels rejoiced to see You, who
they believed was dead, since You, the Saviour, have overcome the power of death and
have raised Adam to life and have freed all from Hades!”
Neumatic hymn

2. Hymn of Delivery (apolytikion, dismissal hymn) for the Mother of the Lord, from
Vespers (end of 10th Century)
“Mother of Christ, Virgin, thou art welcome. Mary, the Lord be with you; blessed be thy
name among women, and blessed be the fruit of your womb, since you have borne the
Saviour of souls.”
Neumatic hymn

3. Psalm (polyeleos) from the Morning Service (psalm 134 ff) (end of 14th Century)
“Praise the Name of the Lord our God, praise Him ye servants of the Lord, since you
stand in the House of God, in the vestibules of the House of our Lord.”
Neumatic hymn

4. Hymn to the Mother of God (13. Act of the akathistos) (end of 12th Century)
“Oh Holy Mother, who has borne the Holiest of Holy; accept this prayer, shield us from
all evil and relieve those who cry: Alleluja!”
Hymn form of the 17th Century

5. The Gospel
“Mother of Christ, Virgin, thou art welcome. Mary, the Lord be with you; blessed be thy
name among women, and blessed be the fruit of your womb, since you have borne the
Saviour of souls.”
Neumatic hymn
Composed by Pavel Tchesnokov (1877-1944)

6. It Is Now
“Praise the Lord, ye servants of the Lord”
Composed by Ryutov

7. Your Holy Supper
“Jesus Christ at the Lord's Supper established the mystery of the Holy Communion;
partake of the sacrament in the form of bread and wine.”
Composed by Peter Lvov

8. Praise the Name of the God
“Praise the Name of the Lord our God, praise Him ye servants of the Lord, since you
stand in the House of God, in the vestibules of the House of our Lord...”
Composed by Alexander Smirnov

9. Nine otpuschausche, from Vespers
“Old man Simeon, whom God promised would not die until he saw the Messiah, took
the baby Christ into his hands and said the words that later became a prayer: “Now let
your slave (Simeon) go in peace.”
Composed by Aleksei Strokin

10. The Blessed Man
“Blessed is he who does not follow the path of the godless, who does not walk the path
of sinners and does not rest on the seat of the depraved...”
Composed by Pavel Tchesnokov (1877-1944)

 Song List and Notes
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Part II
1. Apostica at Easter

“God arise, disperse Your enemies, and may those who hate the Lord flee in haste:
The holy pasha is shown unto us, the new holy pasha, the mystical pasha...”
Common hymn form

2. Easter Stichira
“God arise, Disperse Your enemies...
Gone like smoke, May they scatter...
Thus pass the sacrilegious in the face of God...
This is the day of the Lord...”
Common hymn form

3. Easter Hymn of Delivery (apolytikion)
“Christ is risen from the dead; he has triumphed over death, and has given life to those
in the graves!”
Composed by Aleksandr Kastalskiy (1856-1926)

4. Canon for the Holy Easter (extracts)
“The resurrection day! Let us rejoice, ye peoples! The pasha the Lord! Christ has led us
from death to life and from the world to heaven. God we sing your praises!”

5. Sacred Hymns at Holy Easter (from the festival canon)
Composed by Artemiy Vedel (1770-1806)

6. Praise to the Resurrection
“After seeing Christ’s resurrection, let us pray to the Holy Jesus, the sinless.
We honour the cross, Christ, and sing and praise your resurrection...”
Composed by Nikolay Tostyakov

7. Praise the Resurrection
“Jesus is risen from the grave, as he foretold, and has given us eternal life and mercy”
Unknown composer

8. Easter Praise of the Holy Mother (from the 9. Ode of the canon)
“The angel called to the merciful: Pure Virgin, rejoice. And again I say: Rejoice:
The Son has risen from the grave on the third day!”
Composed by Pavel Tchesnokov (1877-1944)

9. Delivery Hymn (apolytikion) from the holy Chrysostomos of St John
“The holy torch of your mercy has enlightened the world, has acquired the treasures of
selflessness and shown us the sublime nature of humility...”
Composed by Miliy Balakirev (1837-1910)

10. From the Delivery
“Almighty God, the holy Orthodox belief...”
Composed by Aleksandr Kosolapov

11. Concert for Easter Verses
“God arise” (Text cf. Part1, No.3)
Composed by Dmitriy Bortnyanskiy (1752-1825)

 Song List and Notes
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History of Russian Chants

The story of Christianity coming to
Russia is well-known. Vladimir I took it
upon himself to chose a single religion
to unite his people. Scouts were sent
out to examine the religions of other
countries, and the ones that came
back from the Byzantine Empire had
the most magnificent tales to tell.
Christianity and all of its glories
appealed to Vladimir, who thus
proceeded to declare his country
Christian in the year 988 AD.

Eastern Orthodoxy was directly
imported into Russia with all of its
cultural appendages; the architecture
for churches, the painting style for

icons, and the music of the church were all included. Orthodox music was and still
is a strictly vocal chant. Just like the architecture and painting, these chants were
quickly transformed by the Russians. In New Monuments of the Znamenny Chant
Maxim Brajnikov writes:

“Russian Church music – the Znamenny Chant – was in the long past derived from
Byzantium, but was no sooner on Russian soil than it encountered an entirely new
medium--the musical perception of the Russian people; its whole culture and
custom, and thus began its second Russian life.”

The largest influence Byzantine chants encountered in Russia were the huge body
of Russian peasant folk-songs. Since a strict rhythms were very important part of
znamenny chants, these peasant folk-song influences were mostly limited to the
relationship of the intervals and fragments of the melody.

Znamenny chant scholarship is generally divided into three periods: the pre-Mongol
period (from 988 to the mid 13th Century), the Mongol period (from the mid 13th
to the mid 15th centuries), and the late period (from the mid 15th to the late 17th
centuries). The pre-Mongol period chant is characterised by its departure from the
Byzantine chant as far as its musical content is concerned. There are a surprisingly
large amount of manuscripts from this period, around 25, that contain znamenny
chants. However, the notation of this period was Kondakarion notation, which was
what the Byzantines used and is to this day undecipherable.

 History of Russian Chants
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The Mongol period is no less frustrating, but this time it is because of the lack of
sources. The devastation of the Mongol yoke can indeed be seen as there are
basically no manuscripts of chants from this period. The notation had been evolving
since its inception into Russian culture, however, so that by the later period the
numerous sources of znamenny chant are actually readable to knowledgeable 20th
Century enthusiasts.

This last period saw a large flourishing of znamenny chants and thanks to a
readable znamenny notation (not to be confused with the name of how the music
sounds), there has been much study of this kind of chant. The demise of the
znamenny chant came about in the late 17th Century, when the southern and
western Slavs developed their own style of chant. This would initially seem tragic
for znamenny fans, but by being tossed aside in favour of the new chant,
znamenny chants were able to escape the huge influence of western musical
thought, especially Italian, which was flowing into Russia unchecked. Ironically the
influence of this the new chant was the southern and western Slavs. Thus
znamenny chants were tucked under the wings of the ‘old believers’ who saw it as
‘their’ chant, and was remarkably well-preserved throughout the years.

 History of Russian Chants

The illustration above is znamenny notation with Shaidurov’s red (cinnabar) letters designating the height and
inflection of tone. The excerpt is an Irmos, the theme-song of each of nine canticles introducing the tropar and the
hymn of the Feast. It is taken from the book Irmosy tserkovanago znamenny penia, and published by the
Knigoizdatelstvo Znamenny Peniye, Kiev, 1913. (Nicholas Brill, History of Russian Church Music, Bloomington,
IL: Nicholas Brill, 1980)
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Cantus Dei
Russian Orthodox Choir

Cantus Dei was founded in 1991 at the Archangel Gabriel’s Church in Moscow.
The church, built in 1551, was closed in 1923 like many others in Soviet Russia with
services restored only in 1947. Bishop Nifon, senior priest of the church and a true
lover of church singing, became the spiritual guide for the Choir.

The Choir began singing the sacred liturgy at the services of the Patriarch Alexy II
of Moscow and Russia. The Patriarch was charmed by the Choir and the woman
who directed it: Tamara Pilichuk, the Founder and Artistic Director.

All of the musicians in Cantus Dei have achieved higher musical educations and
most of the singers perform as virtuoso soloists, as well as in the ensemble. The
repertoire of the Choir is composed of ancient church songs, which were part of
the Orthodox monks' life for generations, such as the znamenny chants of 10th to
17th centuries and traditional Christmas and Easter services.

Cantus Dei has performed in many countries all over the world including Spain,
France, Holland, Greece, Japan and the US. The Choir has also participated in
different international choir festivals including the International Chamber Music
Festival (St Petersburg), International Sacred Music Festival (Moscow), Nuarlac
Festival (France), Passau Festival (Germany), St Olav Festival, Trondheim (Norway)
and Music Before the 1800s, New York.

The Choir has participated in radio and TV broadcasts; and has a broad artistic
friendship which unites this choir with many famous musicians, choirs and
orchestras in Russia among them the Moscow Chamber Orchestra, the Orchestra
of Folk Instruments; and soloists from the Bolshoi and Marinski theatres.

The Russian Orthodox Choir is managed by the ConsArta Agency.

 Choir Profile
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Tamara Pilipchuk
Founder and Artistic Director

Tamara Pilipchuk is the founder and the artistic director of the Choir. A talented
musician and professional choir director, she was educated at the Gnesins Russian
State Musical Academy in Moscow.

Pilichuk’s natural singing and music talents have allowed her to follow her devotion
to the choral art as director of the choir. Pilichuk has been responsible for the revival
of ancient Russian church singing traditions, which have been forbidden for over
80 years. She has unveiled both new and long forgotten names of church music
composers, whose heritage is the most valuable possession of Russian musical
culture.

Tamara Pilipchuk is a co-chairman of the choir committee of the Russian Music
Society administration; a teacher at the Moscow Music Institute and a church
chanter.

 Biographies



25

2002

2002

2001

1998

 Biographies



27 Biographies

2001
2002

2004

2001



29 Biographies

Lyubov Ustinova Leading soloist / Soprano

Ludmila Poverenova graduated from the Gnesins Russian State Musical Academy.
She has been awarded the title of ‘People`s Artist of Russia’ and won First Prize at
the Glinka Singers’ Competition in Moscow. She gives radio performances and
takes part in concerts with the leading Moscow orchestras. Poverenova is one of
the founding members of the Choir.

Nina Gorokhova Leading soloist / Soprano

Nina Gorokhova graduated from Gnesins Russian State Musical Academy, having
developed a light lyrical and flexible voice. While still a student Gorokhova was a
prize winner at the Belle Voce Competition in Moscow. She has been a member of
the Choir since 2002.

Irina Gamayunova Soloist / Soprano

Irina Gamayunova graduated from the Gnesins Russian State Musical Academy.

Marina Kuznetsova Soprano

Marina Kuznetsova is the assistant to the Director of the Choir. She graduated from
the Gnesins Russian State Musical Academy.

Marina Fisunova Soprano

Marina Fisunova graduated from the Moscow State Choir Academy as a singer,
and has been a member of the Choir since 2002. She was a prize winner at the
Young Moscow Talents Competition.
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Svetlana Sergeeva Leading soloist / Alto

Svetlana Sergeeva studied at the Moscow Choir Academy and before joining the
Choir in 2001. She was a prize winner in the Young Voices of Russia Competition
and gives performances with the leading Moscow orchestras.

Antonida Timofeeva Leading soloist / Alto

Antonida Timofeeva graduated from the Moscow State Choir Academy as a singer,
and has been a member of the Choir since 1998. She is often invited to sing in
concert presentations of opera performances.

Sergey Zaytsev Leading soloist / Tenor

Victor Obnosov graduated from the Moscow State Conservatory with a wide
ranging voice. He often takes part in the concert presentation of opera
performances.

Anton Sergeev Tenor

Anton Sergeev graduated from the Moscow Choir Academy, in voice and
conducting. A prize winner at the 2002 Belle Voce Competition, he joined the
Choir in 2001.

Victor Obnosov Leading soloist / Bass

Victor Obnosov graduated from the vocal and conducting department of the
Moscow Choir Academy. He won First Prize at the Talents of Russia Singer’s
Competition. As a founding member of the Choir he has performed extensively
overseas.

Andrey Zhuravlev Leading Baritone

Andrey Zhuravlev graduated from the Gnesins Academy of Music as a singer, and
has been a member of the Choir since 2004. He was a prize winner at the Talents
of All Russia Singer’s Competition.

Ivan Barikin Leading soloist / Bass

Ivan Barikin graduated from the vocal and conductors’ faculty of the Moscow Choir
Academy. He was a prize winner of the Young Voices of Russia Competition and
has taken in many MTV programmes. Barikin joined the Choir in 2001.
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