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The Hong Kong Arts Festival is a prominent
arts event in the cultural calendar of Hong

Kong and the Asia Pacific region. Proudly
stepping into its 33rd year, the Festival
continues its vigorous pursuit of innovative
development; the presentation of new works
and the provision of quality arts.

In terms of the number and diversity of
programmes, the 2005 Festival is one of the
largest festivals to date, offering a wide variety
of inspiring art, music and cultural
programmes by prestigious international
artists and leading local talents. I am sure that
the Festival will further enhance Hong Kong’s
status as an international cultural metropolis.

I extend our warmest welcome to all
participating artists and wish all local and
overseas members of the audience a most
enjoyable time.

TUNG Chee Hwa
Chief Executive
Hong Kong Special Administrative Region
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Message from the Chairman

I warmly welcome you to the 33rd Arts Festival.
As a premier event in the Hong Kong cultural

calendar as well as the Asia Pacific region, the
Festival presents the finest international and
regional artists in an intense series of concerts and
performances, as well as showcases the creativity
of artistic talent in Hong Kong.

Appreciation and thanks are due to our main
subventing organisations – the Hong Kong
Government, through the Leisure and Cultural
Services Department, and the Hong Kong Jockey
Club Charities Trust. Their long and continued
patronage are what make these cultural
presentations possible.

In addition, we gratefully acknowledge the
generous support of many corporate sponsors,
arts institutions and individuals.

The Festival has always made our programmes
accessible to students and young audiences
through half-price student tickets and our Young
Friends Scheme. These schemes are funded by the
generous donations from numerous corporate
and individual donors.

The 2005 Festival offers a rich and stimulating
programme, with a variety of captivating
performances and choices, presenting a diverse range
of tastes with artistic excellence. We hope to offer
something enjoyable and of interest to everyone.

Above all, I would like to thank you, our patrons, for
your support and participation in the 2005 Festival.

Charles Lee

   The Hong Kong Arts Festival is made possible with the funding support of:



2005

7A
89268

  

2005

Message from the Executive Director

The starting point for the programming of this 2005
Festival was the idea of contrasting opposites – ‘sacred

and profane’. Both of these elements are rich sources of
creative impulses for the performing arts in most cultures
and this thematic link is evident in much of our
programming. We hope these connections and contrasts
will make your Festival experience more engaging and
memorable.

Alongside all of our international artists, we are proud to
present many outstanding Hong Kong artists. For example,
the Hong Kong Philharmonic Orchestra and the Hong
Kong Repertory Theatre, as well as the fine young Hong
Kong musicians, pianist Rachel Cheung and the Fresh Air
Brass Quintet. Other important Hong Kong artists taking
part include Cantonese opera stars Mui Suet-see and Lee
Lung; Class 7A Drama Group; Chung Ying Theatre; Group
89268; the Material Girls; choreographer Daniel Yeung
and the remarkable combined talents of Lee Chun-chow,
Faye Leong, Gabriel Lee and Chong Mui-ngam in The
French Kiss.

In addition, our commitment to commissioning new work
from Hong Kong and around the world continues, with
pieces such as Amber, The Nightingale, All That Shanghai
Jazz, Material Girls, i-City, The French Kiss, Come Out &
Play and Little Prince Hamlet.

The 2005 Festival will offer a total of 124 performances
with 42 performing groups (32 overseas and 10 local), two
exhibitions and our Festival Plus programme of talks,
seminars and meet-the-artist sessions.

This is one of our largest Festivals to date, in terms of the
number and the diversity of programmes. I am sure too,
that it will be one of our most enjoyable and inspiring. We
are delighted that you could join us.

Douglas Gautier
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To make this performance a pleasant experience for the artists and other members of the audience, PLEASE
switch off your ALARM WATCHES, MOBILE PHONES and PAGERS.

Eating, drinking, smoking, unauthorised photography and audio or video recording are forbidden in the
auditorium. Thank you for your cooperation.

1 30

Running time:
approximately 1 hour and 30 minutes

with no interval

Concert Hall,
Hong Kong Cultural Centre

10 – 11.3.2005
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Violin
Regina Carter

Piano
Alon Yavnai

Percussion
Mayra Casales

Drums
Alvester Garnett

Bass
Chris Lightcap

Quintet Members

10.3.2005 Thur
  Meet-the-Artist (Post-Performance)

If you would like to meet Regina Carter, please stay behind in the auditorium after
the performance

© Giorgio Scola

5  Cover and page 5 photographs © Giorgio Scola

The audio equipment is sponsored by
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1743

© Bill Phelps
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Freefall
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A Conversation
with Regina Carter

: Charles Martin

: Regina Carter

It’s been a while since you’ve
played ‘The Cannon’ [Paganini’s
famous 1743 Guarneri violin,
which Regina Carter played in
Genoa]. Do you miss it?

No. It’s a beautiful instrument, but
it’s a difficult instrument too. If I’d
had the opportunity to spend a
couple of months playing it, I
might miss it now, but I never had
the chance to get used to the
violin. Plus, there were a lot of
politics involved, and I don’t miss
that either.

The list of musicians from your home town of Detroit is long and impressive: Betty
Carter, Milt Jackson, Kenny Burrell, Thad and Hank Jones, Yusef Lateef, Donald
Byrd, Tommy Flanagan, and Earl Klugh, among others. Do you think Detroit
produces a different kind of musician?

I do. Some cities seem to produce a lot of musicians, and each of those cities has
its own sound: Detroit, Philadelphia for instance. One reason is that Detroit is really
a city, an inner city. People have relocated there from all over, for both the
automotive industry and the music industry – Motown records was there,
remember? So you have a mixture of cultures, as well as a mix of musical and other
influences.

I’m based in New York now. The energy is great here, which is what I need: waking
up and hearing the hustle-bustle. It makes you get up and do something.

You played for seven years before you learned how to read music. That doesn’t
usually happen with violin.

My teacher was doing the Suzuki method, but not according to the book. She
noticed I had an ear. I think she was so taken by that fact that she let me get away
with it. She did put music in front of me, but I could usually tell which way the piece
was going, and could play without reading.

© Bill Phelps
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Did you hear Stephane Grappelli a lot?

No. I heard him once or twice live. Unfortunately, I was too shy to go up and talk
to him. At the time, I hadn’t heard much jazz. Back then my only references for
jazz violin were him, Jean-Luc Ponty and Noel Pointer.

When you developed your jazz approach, did you listen to violinists or other
instrumentalists? Who were you drawn to the most?

When you start jazz you need to ask, “How do I learn this music?” It’s not like
classical, where your teacher tells you which method you’ll use. You have to find
the road yourself: there’s no Book 1, 2 and 3. You can come in at any period. So I
checked out records.

My big band teacher in college gave me horn parts to play. For a year, I listened
just to Charlie Parker and transcribed his solos, though at the time I didn’t
understand the chord changes underneath them. Eventually I checked out Clifford
Brown, Ben Webster and Clark Terry. I was drawn more to the older kind of sounds.
Then came vocalists. I’m heavily into Ella.

How difficult was it to pull off the piano-violin duo with Kenny Barron on the
recording Freefall?

With Kenny Barron, it was easy to do – he’s such a master. A lot of times, the piano
will just play a solo and then stand there while I play. I didn’t want that, so I tried
different kinds of comping (accompanying), and made the pieces more like
conversations between the two instruments.

Do you feel your approach to a tune is different from what’s gone before?

Funny, if I take a tune from a vocalist, I kind of do it the way they do it. I don’t veer
off too much. I’m thinking of the words to the song. But if I’m doing an
instrumental, I try and come up with a new arrangement, something that fits my
instrument. Sometimes the band and I come up with the arrangement together.

Are there times when you have to disregard classical technique, or can you
always make it work?

Yes, things like bowing and vibrato. At a master class, I’ll tell a student, “This is a
bebop tune. You can’t use the full bow”. Or on a ballad, I’ll tell them they can’t
use the same kind of vibrato. That’s when I notice how I’ve had to change my
playing. That’s when I realise that it’s a different language. There are still some
people, musicians included, who have prejudices about all kinds of music, because
they’ve never stepped outside the boundaries of their own language, their own
culture.
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2001 12
Paganini:

After a Dream

2002/03

Interplay

1995 Something for Grace
1997  Rhythms of the Heart 1998  2000 9

Motor City Moments
Freefall 2001 2
Paganini: After a Dream 2003 4
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Regina Carter
Violin

Regina Carter’s career has been a veritable crescendo of success that shows no sign
of letting up. She is on a mission: to make a meaningful musical contribution and
do it on her own terms. Indeed, she tours with relentless purpose and a seemingly
endless supply of energy.

In December 2001, Regina Carter travelled to Genoa, Italy and became the first
jazz musician and first African-American to play the legendary Guarneri del Gesu
‘Cannon’ violin, owned by classical music virtuoso and composer Nicolo Paganini.
Less than a year later, Carter returned to Genoa to accomplish another milestone
– using the treasured violin to record her new classical-infused album Paganini:
After a Dream.

Regina Carter’s recent triumphs by no means came without paying her dues as a
side person and a student. Carter’s master classes with violin giants, Itzak Perlman
and Yehudi Menuhin, as well as her association as a member of the Detroit Civic
Symphony Orchestra and with the pop-funk group, Brainstorm, provided the
needed experience to play with a range of artists. Carter has had the opportunity
to perform, with such jazz luminaries as Ray Brown, Dr Billy Taylor, Marian
McPartland, Kenny Barron, Wynton Marsalis, Randy Weston and Cassandra
Wilson. She has also performed with ‘pop’ icons Dolly Parton and Billy Joel.
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During the 2002/03 season, Regina Carter and her touring band began performing
with numerous orchestras including, the Atlanta Symphony, the Milwaukee
Symphony and the Minnesota Orchestra. Carter and her band have also performed
a special engagement with the Boston Pops, featuring classical virtuosos, Nadja
Salerno Sonnenberg and Eileen Ivers. Together, the three violinists debuted a song
written especially for them, by Chris Brubeck (Dave Brubeck’s son), entitled,
Interplay.

Just as prolific as her accomplishments on stage are Carter’s performances on
record. Included in her discography, along with recordings with Patti Labelle,
Aretha Franklin, Mary J Blige and Lauryn Hill are recordings with vocalists,
Cassandra Wilson and Carmen Lundy; trombonist Steve Turre; pianists Kenny
Barron and Danilo Perez; guitarist Rodney Jones; saxophonist James Carter; Quartet
Indigo, led by cellist, Akua Dixon and the String Trio of New York.

Carter’s musical influences have ranged from R&B to East Indian to classical music.
As a college student, she took on a double major in classical music and African-
American music at both the prestigious New England Conservatory and Oakland
University in Rochester, Michigan, where she earned a Bachelor of Arts degree in
Performance.

Regina Carter has five discs under her own name: Regina Carter (1995), Something
for Grace (1997) and Rhythms of the Heart (1998). Her fourth CD, Motor City
Moments, was released in September 2000 and is a tribute to the musical legacy
of her hometown of Detroit. Freefall, a collaboration with pianist Kenny Barron,
was released in the spring of 2001 and was nominated for a Grammy Award in
February 2002. Her latest CD, Paganini: After a Dream, was released in April 2003.

Regina Carter continues to reveal a distinctly diverse musical personality. She has
become one of the most popular young violinists in modern music today.
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1993

2005 1

Alon Yavani
Piano

Israeli-born pianist Alon Yavnai is a graduate of the Gyvataym Conservatory, Israel.
He began playing the piano at age four and started performing professionally at age
13. He toured with his own jazz trio before moving to the US in 1993, where he won
First Place at the Great American Jazz Piano Competition in Jacksonville, Florida.

He has performed with a host of renowned artists, such as Freddie Hubbard, Ravi
Coltrane, Bob Moses, Louis Hayes, Tom Harrell, Arturo ‘Zambo’ Cavero, Tania
Libertad, Danny Gottlieb, Oscar Stagnaro, Bobby Shew and Joe Morello.

Alon Yavnai is a member of the Paquito D’Rivera Chamber Jazz Trio which plays
music from Latin Jazz to Chamber Classical giving performances internationally, as
well as at the Kennedy Center, Washington DC and the Fiddle Fest at Carnegie
Hall with cellist Yo-Yo Ma.

Yavnai has toured in West Africa, Central America and Europe, and has appeared
in the International Jazz Festival in Cancun, Mexico; the Boston Globe Jazz Festival
and the Baltica Jazz Festival in Germany among others. He has recorded over a
dozen albums with various artists and labels, and in January 2005 Yavnai and his
jazz trio released their latest CD titled Picture This at the International Jazz Festival
in Punta Del Este, Uruguay.
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Mayra Casales
Percussion

Mayra Casales is considered to be one of the most versatile and well rounded
percussionist of her generation. Born in Havana, Cuba, Casales has three siblings,
all of whom are musicians. While very young, she moved with her family to Miami,
Florida where she began to immerse herself in the musical culture of that
environment. Before long she was performing with some of the biggest names in
Latino and Cuban music including Celia Cruz, Carlos ‘Patato’ Valdez, Machito and
Tito Puente.

In 1978 Mayra Casales’ family moved to New York where she continued her
musical journey, working with such legendary artists as Dizzy Gillespie, Wayne
Shorter, Ray Barretto and Phyllis Hyman. Currently Casales can be found holding
down percussion duties for both Regina Carter and Jon Lucien, while still
continuing to compose for movie scores, television and radio commercials.
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1993

A Cloud of Red Dust
Who Used to Dance Wholly Earth

Alvester Garnett
Drums

Alvester Garnett hails from Richmond, Virginia and graduated from the Jazz
Studies Department at Virginia Commonwealth University in 1993. During his time
in college and high school he had invaluable opportunities to study with Max
Roach, Victor Lewis, Doug Richards and Ellis Marsalis. Three months after
graduating from university Garnett moved to New York and was working with
Betty Carter and Abbey Lincoln.

Around the same time he became a regular member of the Abbey Lincoln Quartet,
playing with them for over four years, while also playing with the Cyrus Chestnut
Trio for two years. Alvester Garnett was also a member of the first Stefon Harris
group that went by the name Ashati and he can be heard drumming on the award
winning debut CD entitled A Cloud of Red Dust. Other highlights of his
appearances on recordings also include Abbey Lincoln’s Who Used to Dance and
Wholly Earth.

Alvester Garnett has also worked in the bands of many other artists including James
Carter, Wynton Marsalis, Roy Hargrove, Teddy Edwards, Pharoh Sanders, Clark
Terry and Al Grey.
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1971 1993

Lay-Up

Chris Lightcap
Bass

Born in Pennsylvania in 1971, bassist Chris Lightcap graduated from Williams
College and has lived in New York since 1993. He has performed with a wide array
of improvisers including Ed Blackwell, George Garzone, Sheila Jordan, Matt Shipp,
Ravi Coltrane and Joe Maneri.

Among his two dozen recordings as a sideman are CDs with Joe Morris, Marc
Ribot, Tom Harrell, Mat Maneri, Butch Morris and Anthony Coleman.

Also a composer, Lightcap has written extended works ranging from chamber
ensembles to full orchestras. Recently he has been involved with writing music for
his quartet, whose debut CD Lay-Up was dubbed ‘first rate’ by the New York Times
and reached the top ten on the jazz radio charts.

Biographies
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