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The Hong Kong Arts Festival is a prominent
arts event in the cultural calendar of Hong

Kong and the Asia Pacific region. Proudly
stepping into its 33rd year, the Festival
continues its vigorous pursuit of innovative
development; the presentation of new works
and the provision of quality arts.

In terms of the number and diversity of
programmes, the 2005 Festival is one of the
largest festivals to date, offering a wide variety
of inspiring art, music and cultural
programmes by prestigious international
artists and leading local talents. I am sure that
the Festival will further enhance Hong Kong’s
status as an international cultural metropolis.

I extend our warmest welcome to all
participating artists and wish all local and
overseas members of the audience a most
enjoyable time.

TUNG Chee Hwa
Chief Executive
Hong Kong Special Administrative Region
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Message from the Chairman

I warmly welcome you to the 33rd Arts Festival.
As a premier event in the Hong Kong cultural

calendar as well as the Asia Pacific region, the
Festival presents the finest international and
regional artists in an intense series of concerts and
performances, as well as showcases the creativity
of artistic talent in Hong Kong.

Appreciation and thanks are due to our main
subventing organisations – the Hong Kong
Government, through the Leisure and Cultural
Services Department, and the Hong Kong Jockey
Club Charities Trust. Their long and continued
patronage are what make these cultural
presentations possible.

In addition, we gratefully acknowledge the
generous support of many corporate sponsors,
arts institutions and individuals.

The Festival has always made our programmes
accessible to students and young audiences
through half-price student tickets and our Young
Friends Scheme. These schemes are funded by the
generous donations from numerous corporate
and individual donors.

The 2005 Festival offers a rich and stimulating
programme, with a variety of captivating
performances and choices, presenting a diverse range
of tastes with artistic excellence. We hope to offer
something enjoyable and of interest to everyone.

Above all, I would like to thank you, our patrons, for
your support and participation in the 2005 Festival.

Charles Lee

   The Hong Kong Arts Festival is made possible with the funding support of:
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Message from the Executive Director

The starting point for the programming of this 2005
Festival was the idea of contrasting opposites – ‘sacred

and profane’. Both of these elements are rich sources of
creative impulses for the performing arts in most cultures
and this thematic link is evident in much of our
programming. We hope these connections and contrasts
will make your Festival experience more engaging and
memorable.

Alongside all of our international artists, we are proud to
present many outstanding Hong Kong artists. For example,
the Hong Kong Philharmonic Orchestra and the Hong
Kong Repertory Theatre, as well as the fine young Hong
Kong musicians, pianist Rachel Cheung and the Fresh Air
Brass Quintet. Other important Hong Kong artists taking
part include Cantonese opera stars Mui Suet-see and Lee
Lung; Class 7A Drama Group; Chung Ying Theatre; Group
89268; the Material Girls; choreographer Daniel Yeung
and the remarkable combined talents of Lee Chun-chow,
Faye Leong, Gabriel Lee and Chong Mui-ngam in The
French Kiss.

In addition, our commitment to commissioning new work
from Hong Kong and around the world continues, with
pieces such as Amber, The Nightingale, All That Shanghai
Jazz, Material Girls, i-City, The French Kiss, Come Out &
Play and Little Prince Hamlet.

The 2005 Festival will offer a total of 124 performances
with 42 performing groups (32 overseas and 10 local), two
exhibitions and our Festival Plus programme of talks,
seminars and meet-the-artist sessions.

This is one of our largest Festivals to date, in terms of the
number and the diversity of programmes. I am sure too,
that it will be one of our most enjoyable and inspiring. We
are delighted that you could join us.

Douglas Gautier
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Concert Hall, Hong Kong City Hall

14.3.2005

For programme details
Page 13 

1 35

Running time:
approximately 1 hour and 35 minutes

including one interval

To make this performance a pleasant experience for the artists and other members of the audience, PLEASE
switch off your ALARM WATCHES, MOBILE PHONES and PAGERS.

Eating, drinking, smoking, unauthorised photography and audio or video recording are forbidden in the
auditorium. Thank you for your cooperation.
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Rachel Cheung

Thirteen-year-old Rachel
Cheung was born in Hong
Kong and is currently studying
in Form 2 at the Maryknoll
Convent School. She started
piano lessons aged four with
Grace Man and was later
admitted to the Hong Kong
Academy for Performing Arts
as a junior student studying
under Eleanor Wong, Artist-in-
Residence and Senior Lecturer.

Rachel Cheung has won
numerous first prizes and awards, and has been the recipient of many scholarships
including the Lee Shuk Chee Memorial Scholarship and the Hong Kong Music
Scholarship. She is now fully sponsored by the Simon K Y Lee Foundation. Rachel
Cheung also excels in her general studies, winning the 2002 Hong Kong Outstanding
Student Award. In May 2004, she was awarded the Certificate of Commendation by
the Hong Kong Government for making outstanding achievements in the promotion
of arts and culture in Hong Kong.

Cheung has performed frequently overseas as a soloist including at the celebrations
of the 100th Anniversary of the Vladimir Horowitz Concert in Kiev; a concert tour of
the US and recitals in Taiwan. She has also been invited to take part in many
prestigious international music festivals including the 9th Musical Olympus
International Festival in Russia and the 59th International Chopin Festival in Poland.
Through the generous sponsorship of the Hong Kong Chopin Society, she made her
debut in Uruguay and at home in the Hong Kong City Hall in 2003.

Cheung has collaborated with many orchestras including the National Symphony
Orchestra of Ukraine, the St Petersburg Philharmonic Orchestra, the Hong Kong
Philharmonic Orchestra and the Hong Kong Academy for Performing Arts Junior
Chamber Orchestra. In October 2004, Rachel made her debut in Germany, with
the Beethoven Orchestra Bonn and in November 2004, she was invited back for a
concert tour of the US.

Biography
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All photographs ©Cheung Chi Wai

This year promises to be busy
and enriching. Following her
appearance at the 2005 Hong
Kong Arts Festival, in March
Rachel is performing with the
Orchestra of Temple Square
in Salt Lake City and will then
go on to give a recital at the
8th Miami International Piano
Festival in April.

In May and June she will be
making her debut in Moscow,
with the Russian National
Orchestra at the Tchaikovsky
Concert Hall, and in Beijing

with the China Philharmonic Orchestra. In August she has been invited back to the
60th Chopin International Festival in Poland.

Music Awards

2004 First Prize and Peer Jury Prize
at the Gina Bachauer International Junior Piano Competition, US

2003 First Prize and 3 special prizes from the jury including the Most
Outstanding Concerto Performance at the International Competition
for Young Pianist in Memory of Vladimir Horowitz, Ukraine

2002 First Prize
at the Llangollen International Musical Eisteddfod, Wales

2001 First Prize
at the Steinway and Sons International Youth Piano Competition, HK
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D BMV 903

E HOB XVI:52

F S 144/2
S 160/4  S 160/4bis

E S 141/5

  

B 12

E 33
A 44

F 31

A 28
4/4

Johann Sebastian Chromatic Fantasia and Fugue in D minor, BWV 903
Bach

Joseph Haydn Keyboard Sonata in E flat major, HOB XVI:52

Franz Liszt Étude in F minor, La Leggierezza, S 144/2
Au bord d’une source, S 160/4 and S 160/4bis
Étude in E major, La Chasse, S 141/5

– 15 minute interval –

Fryderyk Chopin Variations Brillantes in B flat major, Op 12

Gabriel Fauré Nocturne No 1 in E flat minor, Op 33
Barcarolle No 4 in A flat major, Op 44
Impromptu No 2 in F minor, Op 31

Sergey Prokofiev Sonata No 3 in A minor, Op 28
Suggestion Diabolique, Op 4, No 4
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Chromatic Fantasia and Fugue in D minor, BWV 903
Johann Sebastian Bach (1685-1750)

Bach composed an early version of this work around 1720, apparently for
harpsichord. Later, at Leipzig in 1730, he completed a revised version for organ.
Then, a century after Bach’s death, Liszt’s pupil Hans von Bülow made his great
arrangement for piano. The word ‘chromatic’ strictly refers only to the opening
section of the work, the extraordinary fantasia. The fantasia itself is in two sections.
The first is like an extended cadenza, characterised by rapid broken chords. The
second, called Recitativo, is more melodic. Finally, as a foil to the rhapsodic writing
that preceeds it, the fugue is strictly disciplined.

Keyboard Sonata in E flat major, HOB XVI:52
Joseph Haydn (1732-1809)

While visiting London in 1794/95, Haydn composed his last three piano sonatas
for the noted keyboard virtuoso, Therese Jansen. German born and a student of
Clementi, Jansen became a close friend, and in May 1795 Haydn even attended
her wedding to the engraver Gaetano Bartolozzi at St James’ Church, Picadilly.
Undoubtedly, too, Haydn esteemed her to be a fine pianist, for the keyboard
writing in these works is among the most dazzling and arresting in his entire solo
output, as witnessed in the striking opening movement. The mood of soulful
intensity of the Adagio evaporates completely in the mercurial finale.

Étude in F minor, La Leggierezza, S 144/2
Au bord d’une source, S 160/4 and S 160/4bis
Étude in E major, La Chasse, S 141/5
Franz Liszt (1811-1886)

Franz Liszt was born in Hungary, close to the Austrian border, in 1811. He studied
piano and composition with his father, and later when the family moved to Vienna
with Czerny and Salieri. The prodigy undertook his first European and British tours
in his early teens. Like many child stars, he quickly tired of the rigours of touring,
and in his twenties settled in Paris. There an encounter with the violin virtuoso
Paganini in 1831 was crucial in developing his own phenomenal pianism. Later in
the decade, he arranged several of Paganini’s virtuosic solo violin caprices as piano
studies, including La Chasse (The Hunt). In their first version, completed in 1838,
the studies were of such enormous difficulty that Liszt had to simplify them when
preparing them for publication in 1851.
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From the mid 1830s, Liszt carried on an intense affair with the Countess Marie
d’Agoult. The couple settled in Geneva in 1835, where Liszt composed the musical
evocations of the Swiss countryside that make up his Album d’un Voyageur (1835-
36). Later, he also reworked several of these Swiss pieces in the ‘first year’ of his
Années de Pelerinage Series. One of the most beautiful of these musical ‘postcards’
of the Swiss alps is Au Bord d’une Source.

Liszt resumed his career as a performer in late 1839, touring widely until deciding,
at the instigation of his then mistress, Princess Carolyne Sayn-Wittgenstein (sister
of the Tzar), to redirect his activities to composing and conducting. From 1848 he
was a courtier at Weimar, living with Carolyne and working as musical director to
the Duke, the same post held by Bach 130 years earlier. There in 1848 he
composed the Three Concert Studies, of which La Leggierezza (its title derived from
the Italian for ‘lightly’) is the second.

– 15 minute interval –

Variations Brillantes in B flat major, Op 12
Fryderyk Chopin (1810-1849)

The Polish born Chopin arrived in Paris in 1831, hoping to earn fame and fortune.
While his public concerts were never as popular as those of Liszt, he developed a
faithful following among enlightened amateurs, and was renowned for his brilliant
improvisations on popular melodies of the day. When Ferdinand Hérold died in
January 1833, he left his last opera Ludovic unfinished. A fellow composer, Halévy,
completed the work, and it was staged in May the same year. Shortly after the
premiere, Chopin composed this set of variations on one of the opera’s most
popular airs, Je Vends des Scapulaires.

Nocturne No 1 in E flat minor, Op 33
Barcarolle No 4 in A flat major, Op 44
Impromptu No 2 in F minor, Op 31
Gabriel Fauré (1845-1924)

Until he was at least in his early thirties, Fauré showed little evidence of
commitment to composition that characterised his mature career. Much later in
the 1890s, as a revered teacher to the likes of Ravel, he had acquired considerable
authority. Back then, however, he was an indolent and somewhat romantic figure,
“very seductive, very tanned of face, with a very dreamy melancholy air”. A product
of this youthful Fauré is the Nocturne in E flat minor, composed in the mid-1870s,
and only first published in 1883 as the first of his set of three nocturnes, Op 33.
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Chopin composed his single Barcarolle in the 1840s, but it was not until
Offenbach’s The Tales of Hoffmann was staged in 1881, with its famous Barcarolle,
that the form became truly popular. In the same year, Fauré composed the first of
his 13 essays in the form, which together make him the most prolific serious
composer of barcarolles for the piano. The form evokes the songs of the gondoliers
of Venice, but Fauré himself did not visit the serene city until after he had composed
his fourth, the Barcarolle in A flat, in 1886.

If not actually ‘made on the spot’, as the word suggests, an ‘impromptu’ must usually
be a spontaneous piece for a solo performer. A Czech, Jan Václav Vořišek first
adapted the term from poetry to music, in a set of compositions published in 1822,
and Schubert followed suit a few years later. Chopin also composed impromptus,
and as the century progressed the form came to encompass the idea of apparently
improvised variations on a simple idea. Most impromptus are for piano, though the
exceptions include an impromptu for harp by Fauré. From a set of three, Fauré’s
Second Piano Impromptu, with its tarantella theme, dates from May 1883.

Sonata No 3 in A minor, Op 28
Suggestion Diabolique, Op 4, No 4
Sergey Prokofiev (1891-1953)

While a student at the St Petersburg Conservatorium, the teenage Prokofiev
composed three early piano sonatas. Several years later, the second of these became
the basis for his official Sonata No 1, while the third, dating from 1907, was
reworked in 1917 as the published Sonata No 3, subtitled From Old Notebooks. The
work is in a single movement made up of contrasting sections. It remains for us to
wonder what it was about the sonata he had written at 16 that so appealed to
Prokofiev ten years later, in the year of the Revolution, of all years. Perhaps it was
the technical daring of the earlier piece, with its rich sonorities produced in passages
of pyrotechnical virtuosity. They certainly remain, though channelled to produce an
almost diabolical energy that, as a recent writer pointed out, “seems to engrave
upon a distorting mirror an image in which a decadent society is intended to see its
true face”.

The sonata is not the only work of Prokofiev’s student days to which the word
“diabolical” has been applied. According to Prokofiev Suggestion Diabolique was
not his own title, but was coined by one of his student friends. However, the tempo
marking Prestissimo fantastico, was his own. It was with this work Prokofiev made
his public debut on the last day of 1908. Some years later, he played the piece for
the futurist poet and artist, Vladimir Mayakovsky. In response, Mayakovsky made
a sketch of the composer captioned: “Sergey Sergeyvich playing on the tenderest
nerves of Vladimir Vladimirovich”.

All programme notes by Graeme Skinner

Programme Notes



25Interview

D

  

2003
2004



26

Rachel Cheung and her teacher, Eleanor Wong
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A Not So Ordinary Teenager
Kevin Kwong

Child prodigy Rachel Cheung sums herself up in a few bars.

“Confident and decisive,” the 13-year-old award-winning pianist says after a brief
but robust demonstration of the opening of J S Bach’s Concerto in D minor.

Then with a little prodding from teacher and mentor Eleanor Wong, Rachel
launches into three short extracts from Aaron Copland’s Three Moods, entitled
Embittered, Wistful and Jazzy.

The thoughtful teenager also sees herself as complex, expressive and playful –
though the last attribute may not be as evident as the other two. For Rachel is a
young girl with very few words and painfully shy.

However, the second her fingers hit the keyboard, the transformation in her
persona is startling. She becomes lively and animated.

Perhaps that is what makes her performance totally engaging and mesmerising.
There is a lot more to Rachel’s playing than just technical competence and mastery.

“She likes to think when she is playing,” Ms Wong explains. “When playing Bach,
she loves giving every note a voice so you can hear a constant dialogue between
her left and right hand. It is very challenging and Rachel enjoys that.”

That is why Rachel’s favourite classical composer is Bach.

“His piano pieces have great rhythm and I have to think a lot when I am interpreting
his music,” says the winner of the 2004 Gina Bachauer International Junior Piano
Competition and the International Competition for Young Pianist in Memory of
Vladimir Horowitz the year before.

As it happens, Bach is among the six composers whose works have been selected
for her one-off piano recital at this year’s Hong Kong Arts Festival. She will also be
playing works by Haydn, Liszt, Chopin, Fauré and Prokofiev. Ms Wong says Rachel
is too young to be specialising in just one composer.

“This repertoire will be able to illustrate her many sides of personality, her thoughts
and experience,” explains the Artist-in-Residence and Senior Lecturer at the Hong
Kong Academy for Performing Arts.
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“There are pieces that are romantic, elegant and delicate. The Liszt pieces will show
not only her technical brilliance, but also her performing flair, while playing
Prokofiev will show her more aggressive side.”

Other than her ‘gruelling’ practice routine - Rachel practises up to 10 hours a day
before competitions and concerts (though she doesn’t mind the long hours at all) –
the Form 2 Maryknoll Convent School student leads a pretty ordinary teenage life.

Okay, because of her budding music career, she is allowed to study fewer subjects at
school – Chinese, English, Mathematics and English Literature – which allows her
time to practise the piano. But when she is not at the keyboard, she loves reading.

Her favourite books are from the Harry Potter series. She says: “The story is very
imaginative. Sometimes I will think up piano pieces that would go with a
particular scene.”

She also enjoys going online to play ‘mindless’ computer games with her nine-year-
old sister, an activity she finds fun. Rachel doesn’t watch much television, though
her mother regularly tapes cartoons and comedies for her.

Her best friends are a pair of twins (not to be confused with the pop duo Twins,
for whom Rachel has very little regard as she does not listen to Canto-pop at all)
who also study at the Hong Kong Acadamy for Performing Arts. Like her, the sisters
have a great passion for piano playing and they are “very quiet”.

She quite likes to travel and eating at buffets too, but playing the piano has to be
what she enjoys most. “With the piano I can express myself feely. For example,
when I am happy and unhappy, I can really express my emotions through music. I
also feel very happy and accomplished when I play a piece well. What’s more, I
love the sound of the piano.”

It is little wonder then that, when asked what she would wish for if she was granted
three wishes, her answer is simple and determined: “to become a fine pianist, to
become a fine pianist and to become a fine pianist”.

Then after another short pause, she adds, “I want people to like music more and
more too”.
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