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he Hong Kong Arts Festival is a prominent

arts event in the cultural calendar of Hong
Kong and the Asia Pacific region. Proudly
stepping into its 33rd year, the Festival
continues its vigorous pursuit of innovative
development; the presentation of new works
and the provision of quality arts.

In terms of the number and diversity of
programmes, the 2005 Festival is one of the
largest festivals to date, offering a wide variety
of inspiring art, music and cultural
programmes by prestigious international
artists and leading local talents. | am sure that
the Festival will further enhance Hong Kong's
status as an international cultural metropolis.

| extend our warmest welcome to all
participating artists and wish all local and
overseas members of the audience a most
enjoyable time.

s

TUNG Chee Hwa
Chief Executive
Hong Kong Special Administrative Region
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warmly welcome you to the 33rd Arts Festival.

As a premier event in the Hong Kong cultural
calendar as well as the Asia Pacific region, the
Festival presents the finest international and
regional artists in an intense series of concerts and
performances, as well as showcases the creativity
of artistic talent in Hong Kong.

Appreciation and thanks are due to our main
subventing organisations — the Hong Kong
Government, through the Leisure and Cultural
Services Department, and the Hong Kong Jockey
Club Charities Trust. Their long and continued
patronage are what make these cultural
presentations possible.

In addition, we gratefully acknowledge the
generous support of many corporate sponsors,
arts institutions and individuals.

The Festival has always made our programmes
accessible to students and young audiences
through half-price student tickets and our Young
Friends Scheme. These schemes are funded by the
generous donations from numerous corporate
and individual donors.

The 2005 Festival offers a rich and stimulating
programme, with a variety of captivating
performances and choices, presenting a diverse range
of tastes with artistic excellence. We hope to offer
something enjoyable and of interest to everyone.

Above all, I would like to thank you, our patrons, for
your support and participation in the 2005 Festival.

J b

Charles Lee

EEEMAEBIE The Hong Kong Arts Festival is made possible with the funding support of:

HFHEBGRESHEEESE
The Hong Kong Jockey Club Charities Trust

&

RERNKEEZ

Leisure and Cultural Services Department
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.l Hong Kong Arts Festival
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he starting point for the programming of this 2005

Festival was the idea of contrasting opposites — ‘sacred
and profane’. Both of these elements are rich sources of
creative impulses for the performing arts in most cultures
and this thematic link is evident in much of our
programming. We hope these connections and contrasts
will make your Festival experience more engaging and
memorable.

Alongside all of our international artists, we are proud to
present many outstanding Hong Kong artists. For example,
the Hong Kong Philharmonic Orchestra and the Hong
Kong Repertory Theatre, as well as the fine young Hong
Kong musicians, pianist Rachel Cheung and the Fresh Air
Brass Quintet. Other important Hong Kong artists taking
part include Cantonese opera stars Mui Suet-see and Lee
Lung; Class 7A Drama Group; Chung Ying Theatre; Group
89268; the Material Girls; choreographer Daniel Yeung
and the remarkable combined talents of Lee Chun-chow,
Faye Leong, Gabriel Lee and Chong Mui-ngam in The
French Kiss.

In addition, our commitment to commissioning new work
from Hong Kong and around the world continues, with
pieces such as Amber, The Nightingale, All That Shanghai
Jazz, Material Girls, i-City, The French Kiss, Come Out &
Play and Little Prince Hamlet.

The 2005 Festival will offer a total of 124 performances
with 42 performing groups (32 overseas and 10 local), two
exhibitions and our Festival Plus programme of talks,
seminars and meet-the-artist sessions.

This is one of our largest Festivals to date, in terms of the
number and the diversity of programmes. | am sure too,
that it will be one of our most enjoyable and inspiring. We
are delighted that you could join us.

A f5

Douglas Gautier

HONG
asias world city - KONG

(\c'»'(l{

N,



B RAN1/NFA05 5
BEMBHBAE
Running time:
approximately 1 hour and 40 minutes,
including two intervals

EREREERNEI
Lyric Theatre, Hong Kong
Academy for Performing Arts

19 - 20.3.2005

RIEEEREBE S
Nederlands
Dans Theater IlI

To make this performance a pleasant experience for the artists and other members of the audience, PLEASE
switch off your ALARM WATCHES, MOBILE PHONES and PAGERS.

Eating, drinking, smoking, unauthorised photography and audio or video recording are forbidden in the
auditorium. Thank you for your cooperation.
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ERmEERRE Producer / Choreographer / Stage Designer
RF-FRZ Jiti Kylian

#E Dancers

EE-EHA Sabine Kupferberg

KRE-FEHR Egon Madsen

— KB+ AP 15 minute interval —

RE AR Choreographer and Lighting Concept
B B8 M Hans van Manen

#E Dancers

TRE-BARK Gioconda Barbuto

HE-mBKE David Kriigel

— KB+ R D 15 minute interval —

RUE (B2 iR~ Dance Production (Concept / Choreography /
L REHRET) Stage and Lighting Design)

RF - ZFF = Jiti Kylian

#E Dancers

TRE-BAR Gioconda Barbuto

EE-ERA Sabine Kupferberg

B - =a2KE David Kriigel

RE-FEHR Egon Madsen

HER - ER Patrick Delcroix

BR¥BIZEEA - BT BE A Unless otherwise specified, all photographs © Joris Jan Bos
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BB Programme

Producer / Choreographer / Stage Designer

RF - ZFF =& Jiri Kylian
By Assistant

B -mEBHE David Kriigel
= 4 Music

BER -EHER(ZH)
SERSZZTCNHMZ =K
#2712+

Dirk Haubrich (commission)
with reference to Ludwig van Beethoven's
Piano Sonata in C sharp minor, Opus 27/2*

REaRET Costume Designer
*ﬂ 4&% Joke Visser
K ERET Lighting Designer
EHHT-RMWET Kees Tjebbes
RUERETE Production Manager
SaFE-EglH Joshua de Kuyper
gZE Dancers
BEE-EHA Sabine Kupferberg
RE-BER Egon Madsen
ZHIR H[ARIE Commissioned and Co-produced by
BEBEMHPO (AR Saitama Arts Theater (Japan)
2002F9A 238t R E & World premiere on 23 September 2002
* AZBAC)AMEZRIE M - (Ed527/2 (A7 * Parts from Beethoven’s Piano Sonata in C sharp minor,

(BHEIGH)) B ER - B F 2+ Z BRmIPag
B /3 H A H B2 4 Shun Moriyama &%

Opus 27/2 (widely known as Sonata quasi una Fantasia
or Moonlight Sonata) are practiced and played by Shun
Moriyama, a 12-year-old student of the Amsterdam
Japanese Middle School.
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When Time Takes Time
JiFi Kylian

A child opens the score of one of the great musical masterpieces, the Sonata quasi
una Fantasia, Op 27/2 composed by Ludwig van Beethoven and published in the
year 1801 —known to every music lover as the Mondschein or Moonlight Sonata.
The boy tries to make his fingers play the correct notes.

Sabine (my wife) and | have had this experience. We have listened to a child across
the garden of our home, who has tried to coordinate his left and his right hand in
order to make some kind of sense of Beethoven'’s great composition. We have
heard the nervous, insecure, trembling fingers trying to do justice to the score and
to the child's state of being.

The result was a very impressive mix of a great wish to accomplish something,
which was beyond the child’s reach; the burning desire to reach for it and yet the
vulnerable, desperate and helpless attempt to master it.

From the moment we experienced this child’s desire to accomplish the impossible,
we realised what a great symbol it was of our own desires, insecurities, and our
constant reach for ideals, which may never be in our possession. So we decided to
use this — sometimes wonderful, sometimes hopeless — attempt of a young child
to play one of the world's greatest compositions, as a symbol of our own desire to
understand and interpret the most challenging game of all called Life.

Alas, not even the best education can prepare anybody for the surprises life will
bring to us.

Sabine and | live our lives stumbling, failing, looking up to the great ideals and
occasionally reaching some moments of enlightenment — just as with this child
stretching his fingers beyond limits. These moments, which might last only instants,
are accompanied by years of searching, doubts and frustration. But as long as we
feel that there might be this incredible moment of ‘discovery’, we shall always be
ready to go through whatever it takes to experience such a precious moment again
and share it with our closest friends.

25 August 2002

—15 minute interval —
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Two Faces

Choreographer and Lighting Concept
Hans van Manen

Music

Giya Kancheli

Vom Winde beweint Liturgy for alto violin
and orchestra (1988)

Part 1: Largo

Set Decoration and Costumes
Keso Dekker

Technical Realisation
Jan van Woerkom

Dancers
Gioconda Barbuto
David Krigel

Co-production
Biihnen de Stadt Koéln

World premiere on 14 December 2000

— KB+ FE 5 15 minute interval —

13
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Two Faces
Edwin Lung

At first glance, Two Faces seems to have all the elements of a typical ‘'modern’
dance work with familiar table-skirt dance costumes. As the dance progresses, the
music of Giya Kancheli's Liturgy for alto violin and orchestra lured the audience into
the hidden beauty of van Manen'’s highly crafted choreography. The piece contains
truly beautiful movements in silky smooth fluidity and dark elegance. The pas de
deux is technically demanding yet executed with apparent effortlessness by Kruigel
and Barbuto. It is a superb duet, an experience that reminds one of the taste of a
vintage Cheval Blanc 1985. In the case of NDT I, it could be Nederlands’ best kept
vintage.

The full version of the article first appeared in FestMag 2004



£ HER

BE (B2 R
FERIKRIT)
RE-FHE
4

2%

R
BR-ER

gg—?@///fffg?
RAGHEHAT

SRR BT
Z& 1 - 18 8 45 (Vidishot)

Z#

EEE-EAR

- B

W EEKE
KE-FER
R
HERE

i 5 T BB (1341
CES P LYNERS

200158 A 24 Bt SR & &

#B Programme I 15
1

Birth-day

Dance Production (Concept / Choreographer /
Stage and Lighting Designer)
Jifi Kylian

Music
Wolfgang Amadeus Mozart

Costumes
Joke Visser

Film and Video
P & P Lataster Films

Video Editing
Rob de Groot, Vidishot

Dancers

Gioconda Barbuto
Sabine Kupferberg
David Kriigel

Egon Madsen
Patrick Delcroix

Co-produced by
Hebbel Theater (Berlin)
Saitama Arts Theater (Japan)

World premiere on 24 August 2001
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Birth-day
Jifi Kylian

We all were born, and we all celebrate this event every 365 days. This is the cycle
of time in which nature is born, dies and is re-born again — regardless of our
existence. We ask questions about why we were born, about what was before our
birth and what will be after. But there aren’t — and there will never be — any
satisfactory answers.

Since | was very young, | have felt very deeply that our birth certificate is actually
our death sentence (as Francis Bacon put it, “After all, we are here to die”). | have
also felt that parents, whenever they conceive a child they actually die in a
metaphoric sense. They have given birth to new life and consequently their own
life becomes redundant, as they fulfil their genetic duty.

Sometimes, when our birthdays arrive, we think of the day we were born, but
maybe also of the day we will die or be reborn again. It is all the same. The same
cycle of a year that has just gone by — with buds and fresh greens, followed by
flowers, heat and sun, full of ripeness and fulfilment, the delicious picking of fruit,
soon to face the frost — the imaginary ‘end of time’, only to prepare all the forces
of nature to be reborn again.

Between our Birth-day and our Death-day much time and energy, filled with
creation, desire, love and confusion, is spent... and during much of this time we
make fools of ourselves.

Mozart, whose music | have chosen for this production, is the greatest example of
someone whose time between day ‘A’ and day ‘Z’ was painfully limited, but who
nevertheless understood life in all its richness, fantasy, clownery and madness. It is
his spirit, and his acceptance of the fact, that our life is not more than a
masquerade or a dress rehearsal for something deeper and more meaningful,
which has inspired me to make this work.

25 June 2001
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The Nederlands Dans Theater — housed in the Lucent Danstheater in The Hague —
is one of the top modern dance companies in the world. Founded in 1959, the
Nederlands Dans Theater occupies a prominent place among the best international
dance and ballet companies. The former artistic director and resident
choreographer Jifi Kylian and co-resident choreographer Lightfoot Ledn create
many works every year for the Nederlands Dans Theater and have undoubtedly
contributed to the company’s enormous international success. In 2004 Anders
Hellstréom was appointed Artistic Director.

Nederlands Dans Theater has appeared all over the world adding lustre to
international events. The company has accompanied Queen Beatrix on state visits
to Hungary, France, New-Zealand, Seville (for the World Fair in 1992), Moscow and
Sofia, to name a few.

In 1996 the Nederlands Dans Theater performed during the Olympic Games in
Atlanta and in 1997 the Dutch Minister for Foreign Affairs sent the company to
Moscow to celebrate ‘Peter-the-Great Year'. In 2000 the Nederlands Dans Theater
was part of the official programme to celebrate 400 years of the Foundation
Holland-Japan and in 2004 they performed during the Cultural Olympiad in Athens
and Thessaloniki.

Founded on Kylian’s idea of three different ensembles, Nederlands Dans Theater |,
Il and lll, the company gives a complete picture of a dancer’s career. Each of the
three ensembles has its own character, repertoire and dancers.

Nederlands Dans Theater |: the main company, founded in 1959, comprises 30
dancers between the ages of 22 and 40. Each possesses outstanding solo talent
and collectively they have won the company worldwide acclaim.

Nederlands Dans Theater II: founded in 1978, featuring young dancers between
the ages of 17 and 22, comprises of 16 dancers who bring youthful vigour,
breathtaking athleticism and brilliant technique to a range of challenging
contemporary dance works. The company is a top-quality, internationally
recognised company with some of the world’s brightest young talent. The
Executive Artistic Director is Gerald Tibbs.

Nederlands Dans Theater Ill: was established in 1991 as a company for
experienced dancers older than 40 years. The dancers excel in creating a complete
theatrical experience, applying the fruits of their vast experience to achieve
standards of excellence combining modern and classical dance with mime, drama,
comedy, bodily expression and, at times, song. Choreographers employ the unique
gifts of each of the dancers to create masterworks of subtlety and refinement. This
company of genuine artists of theatre and movement, fascinates young and old,
connoisseur and beginner, each and everyone. The Executive Directors are Egon
Madsen and Ulf Esser.
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Anders Hellstrom
Artistic Director

Anders Hellstrém was born in Stockholm, Sweden, in 1962 and educated at the
Royal Ballet School in Sweden. From 1980 to 1984 he danced with the Royal
Swedish Ballet, before going on to dance with the Hamburg Ballet until 1993 and
then the Frankfurt Ballet until 1999.

From 1999 to 2002 he was Artistic Director of the Gothenburg Ballet in Sweden,
which he transformed from a traditional, classical company into a contemporary
group. Under his leadership Gothenburg became recognised in the dance world;
and while there he introduced the company to the works of contemporary
choreographers like William Forsythe, Jifi Kylian, Jacopo Godani, Tero Saarinen,
Wayne McGregor, Martino Mdller, Nacho Duato and Ohad Naharin to name a few.

Since 1 January 2004 he has been the Artistic Director of the Nederlands Dans
Theater.
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Jiri Kylian
Choreographer and Artistic Adviser

Born in Prague, Jiti Kylian studied at the city’s Conservatory and London’s Royal
Ballet School before joining the Stuttgart Ballet under John Cranko in 1968. In
1973 he was invited by the Nederlands Dans Theater to become their guest
choreographer. He made a successful debut with Viewers — the first of more than
60 choreographies he was to develop specifically for the company. In 1975 he left
the Stuttgart Ballet to work exclusively for the Nederlands Dans Theater.

In 1978 Kylidn achieved his international breakthrough with Sinfonietta and was
appointed Artistic Director of the Nederlands Dans Theater. His international
reputation grew with such works as Symphony of Psalms (1978), Forgotten Land
(1981), Svadebka (1982), Stamping Ground (1983) and L’Enfant et les Sortiléges
(1984).

During the second half of 1980s Kylidn's artistic view turned away from lyrical
works to abstract and often surrealistic ballets, as evinced in No More Play (1988),
Falling Angels (1989), Sweet Dreams (1990), Sarabande (1990) and Petite Mort
(1991).

Apart from developing choreographic works, Kylian also built up a unique
organisational structure for and within the Nederlands Dans Theater, adding two
new dimensions: Nederlands Dans Theater Il and Nederlands Dans Theater IlI.

In April 1995, Kylian celebrated 20 years directing the company by mounting the
large-scale dance production Arcimboldo, which involved the dancers of all three
ensembles. On that occasion, he received one of the Netherlands’ highest honours,
becoming an Officer in the Orde van Oranje Nassau.

In addition to public decorations Kylian and ‘his company’ have collected numerous
awards worldwide including various Angels (1996 and 1997) and an Arch-Angel
(2000) at the Edinburgh Festival; the Sir Laurence Olivier Award (London, February
2000) and the Nijinsky Award (Monte-Carlo, December 2000) — the latter in three
categories: choreographer, work and company.

As of August 1999 Kylian retired from the position of the Artistic Director of
Nederlands Dans Theater. He, however, maintains an essential role as the Resident
Choreographer and Artistic Adviser.
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Hans van Manen
Choreographer

Hans van Manen started his career in 1951 as a member of Sonia Gaskell’s Ballet
Recital. He began to work with the Nederlands Dans Theater in 1960, first as a
dancer until 1963, next as a choreographer, and then as Artistic Director from 1961
to 1971.

In September 1988 he returned to the Nederlands Dans Theater as the resident
choreographer. His body of work numbers more than 100 ballets, 62 of which
were specifically for the company and each carrying his unmistakable signature.
His most recent creations for the Nederlands Dans Theater are Short Cut, Two Gold
Variations, Trilogie, Two Faces, Simple Things and Monologue, Dialogue.

Among his many awards van Manen was granted the prestigious German Dance
Prize in 1993 and the much-heralded Erasmus Prize in 2000 for his achievements
in dance.

At the beginning of the 2003/04 season he ended his appointment as resident
choreographer at the Nederlands Dans Theater.
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Gioconda Barbuto
Dancer

Toronto-born Gioconda Barbuto initially trained with Gladys Forrester and
continued her training, on a full scholarship, at the Banff Centre for the Arts and
the Royal Winnipeg Ballet. She has danced with the Minnesota Dance Theatre and
until 1996 was a soloist with Les Grands Ballets Canadiens.

After 16 years with Les Grand Ballets Canadiens, Barbuto became an independent
dancer and choreographer. With the grants awarded to her by the Canada
Council, she has created and performed projects with Danse-Cité and in 1996 she
won the Clifford E Lee Choreography Award. Her works can be seen in the
repertoires of Les Grand Ballets Canadiens, the Alberta Ballet, Les Ballets Jazz de
Montreal and Ballet Jorgen.

Barbuto joined the Nederlands Dans Theater lll in 1998.
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Sabine Kupferberg
Dancer

Sabine Kupferberg took her first ballet classes at the school attached to the
Wiesbaden's Staatstheater. In 1968 she went on to Stuttgart to complete her
dance education and joined the Stuttgart Ballet.

In 1975 she and Kylian joined the Nederlands Dans Theater and in 1991
Kupferberg was one of the founding members of the Nederlands Dans Theater ll.

In 1993 she received the Prize of Merit from Stichting Dansersfonds and in 1998
she received the Dutch Golden Theatre Dance Prize awarded by the Dutch
Association of Theatres and Concerts Halls. The same year the Dutch National TV
broadcast a documentary about her: Sabine Kupferberg, Dancer with Thousand
Faces.
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David Kriigel

Dancer
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Born in 1959, David Krlgel trained at the Keith Anderson Circus School and the
University of Cape Town Ballet School in his native South Africa. He began dancing
professionally in 1980 and has danced with the Béjart Ballet (Brussels) and the
Ballet van Vlaanderen (Antwerp) among other companies.

Krigel was Artistic Director of the Bophuthatswana Dance Company and in 1991
he founded the Batho Dance Company. He has won the FNB Vita Award for
Dancer of the Year in 1995 and 1997, and the South African National
Choreographic Competition in 1989 and 1997.

Krugel joined the Nederlands Dans Theater Il in 1998.
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Egon Madsen

Dancer

Born in Denmark, Egon Madsen came to the Stuttgart Ballet in 1961 where John
Cranko created numerous roles for him, and from where he danced with the Royal
Ballet and Sadler’s Wells Ballet in London; the Royal Ballet in Copenhagen and the
Frankfurt Ballet, among other companies. In 1981 he left Stuttgart and went on to
become the Ballet Director for companies in Frankfurt, Stockholm and Florence.

In 1990 Madsen returned to the Stuttgart Ballet as Ballet Master and Rehearsal
Director, and later Assistant Director. During this period he regularly worked as a
guest teacher at Nacho Duato’s Compadia Nacional de Danza and at the
Nederlands Dans Theater.

In 1999 Egon Madsen joined Nederlands Dans Theater Ill first as a dancer, and from
the beginning of the 1999/2000 season as the Artistic Executive Director.
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Patrick Delcroix
Dancer

Patrick Delcroix was born in 1963 in Pau near the French Pyrenees. He trained at
the Centre de Danse Internationale Rosella Hightower in Cannes and began his
dance career with the Iwanson Dance Company in Munich. In 1985 he joined the
Scapino Ballet in the Netherlands and was noticed by Jifi Kylian when he created
Piccolo Mondo for the Scapino Ballet. Delcroix joined the Nederlands Dans Theater |
in 1986 and has danced more than 50 ballets with the company.

In 1988 Delcroix created his first choreographic piece, Travelling, for the
Nederlands Dans Theater workshop. Six years later, he created his first
choreographic piece for Nederlands Dans Theater Il entitled Son Chemin, then Sans
Réponse in 1995, and a new work “?” especially created for 8 dancers of Nederlands
Dans Theater Il in the same year. In September 1997 he created his first work for
Nederlands Dans Theater Ill, Grain de Folie. In 2000, in collaboration with other
Nederlands Dans Theater choreographers, Delcroix created Arcimboldo, a large-
scale production made for Nederlands Dans Theater |, Il and Il

In December 2001 Patrick Delcroix received the honourable mention of Chevalier
dans I'ordre des arts et des lettres by the French Government for his artistic career
as a dancer and choreographer. Since 2002, Delcroix has created new works for
Cisne-Negro, Wienerstaatsoper (Austria) and Introdans Enserible voor de Jeuod
(Holland), as well as commissioned works for Ballet Junior Geneva, Introdans, Ballet
Jazz de Montreal and It Danza.
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