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with a 20 minute interval
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To make this performance a pleasant
experience for the artists and other
members of the audience, PLEASE
switch off your alarm watches,
MOBILE PHONES and PAGERS.
Eating and drinking, unauthorised
photography and audio or video
recording are forbidden in the
auditorium. Thank you for your co-
operation.
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Credits

EE®l  Producers
ZES - BB X AndrewKayandDavidVigo

HITER #E  Executive Producer/Director
LbZER] - 3FHP BeverlyBryer

HIEE®  Associate Producer

BXHE - ®FE  Magotlecle

ZTHMEE Music Director
B - BEAFHEL  DovidViuovhedz

BIEF S4B Associate Music Director

EFH - 8%  LucasBok

#E  Choreographer
EE-FRE  Shimmydiyone

KESIEEMAE  Touring Choir Master
BUE - DBRA  Mozweshabalaa

B &£ Choir Members

BE BES SF HZE  Choir Master /Bass / Drummer / Dancer
BX%ZE - »BRNAN  Mozwehdoalla

BEE  Tenors
XEE  RE #HRIE - BEFERE  GodireyNene, VictorMakhathiniand
R - ZH  Geogekaudi

BEE HEBY% BE  Tenors/Percussionists / Dancers
B EBEY RZANA - EBHE  TshepoMaitisaand Mxolisi Sithole

5% %% Tenor/Dancer
M&T - EHE  MelusNdowonde

BEE BZE /%% Tenor/Keyboards / Dancer
HMEREE - fhET  DinloxoloNdlokuse

5%/ &F  Tenor/Drummer
REE - K45 - HBHEA  XolanWaltleNtombela

It

BEE,/EE4&M  Tenor/Lead Guitar
Sl - BEEET  KevinWiliams

BEE KZTHM  Tenor/Bass Guitarist

MEE - Btk BongonNcube
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The audio equipment is sponsored by

Sopranos

PorfiaMohwaduba, LindaSamboand
ThandigvVinduzuiwone

Sopranos / Dancers
NertfiaMofokengandBettyMotlogelwa

Altos
Philisiwe Faya, ThuliJeanette Mazibukoand
Angelindlemetu

Alto / Narrator
Fikile Sidumo

Basses

BonganiMabaso, SiyabuleloMkefaand
LucasMello

Bass / Percussionist / Dancer
WarrerMahlangu

Company Manager
LizaMclean

Production Manager / Sound
GideonCozens

Lighting Operator
RichardDinnen
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Traditional
Hlohonolofatsa (To Bless)

G Vilakazi and N Vilakazi
Thina Simnqobile
(We Have Overcome the Devil)

Traditional
Joko Yahao (Your Burden is Light)

Noyana (Will You Go?)

Traditional / Arrangement: S Mdakeng
Thapelo (Prayer)

D Mulovhedzi
Masigiye’Bo (Let’s Dance)

J Clegg / P Gabriel
Asimbonanga/Biko (U-Mandela/Biko)

Traditional / B Marley
Avulekile Amasango/One Love
(The Gates are Open)

J Shabalala
Lelilungelo Ngelakho
(Do What You Know Best)

D Heymann, P Cohen, | Cohen and T Fox
Weeping

Traditional / L Bok, V Jiyane,

J Mcineka and N Vilakazi

Ahuna Ya Tswanang Le Jesu/Kammatla
(There is Nobody Like Jesus/ Kwaito
Song of Praise)
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Mbube (The Lion Sleeps Tonight)

Traditional
Seteng Sediba (There is a Pool)

—interval —

G Vilakazi and N Vilakazi
Ngingowakho (I am Yours)

Traditional / Arrangement: J Mojapelo
Tshepa Thapelo (Trust in Prayer)

Traditional
Modimo (God)

Woza Meli Wami (Come My Saviour)
| Bid You Goodnight

Traditional / Arrangement: L Bok
Khumbaya

Traditional
Amazing Grace

Swing Down

Traditional / Wetherley and Adams
Holy City / Bayete

B Egnos
Mama Tembu’s Wedding

Hawkins and Hayes
Oh Happy Day
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by Soweto Gospel Choir

The Soweto Gospel Choir is made up of many diverse
cultures and faiths and as such will be performing in
several African languages including Xhosa, Sotho,
Zulu as well as English. It is this diversity of language
and culture that makes South Africa, its music and
dance, so unique.

The year 2004 was a very special year for the Choir
and for all South Africans as they celebrated 10 years
of democracy. In fact, the Choir are still celebrating,
and their programme will reflect some of that history,
with songs of remembrance for the past as well as
songs of joy and praise for the present.

The evening’s concert begins with some of the gospel
songs sung in South African churches. These songs
of praise echo our thanks to God for His guidance
and His protection throughout our lives, in good times
and in bad, and include African favourites such as
Thina Simnnqobile, Noyana and Thapelo.
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The Choir will then follow with songs that are linked
to the history of South Africa prior to and during the
initial period of democracy. Although the songs you
will hear in this section reflect peace and happiness,
this was not always a part of many people’s lives.
The past history, with its pain and struggle, was
recorded often in the
spiritual songs of
those times, songs
which are still part of
people’s lives today.
These include the
South African classic
Weeping, written
during the Apartheid
years when there
was so little hope,
and Asimbonanga/
Biko and Lelilungelo
Ngelakho which pay tribute to the struggle and past
heroes as well as the strength of the people. Others
such as Avulekile Amasango/One Love, Ahuna Ya
Tswanang Le Jesu and Mbube however, show the
joy and optimism reflected in many people’s lives
today and the pride they have for a country that has
emerged triumphant over the past 10 years. To God,
the heroes and our rainbow nation which now holds
so much promise, we salute you! We are now truly
blessed!

Second half

As South Africans move forward to the next 10 years,
they’ve become part of a nation and a world that truly
inspires them, and much of their music reflects this.
Whether through songs of praise to the Lord such as
Ngingowakho, Tshepa Thapelo and Woza Meli Wami
or unique renditions of international spirituals such
as | Bid You Goodnight, Khumbaya, Swing Down and
of course Amazing Grace, South Africans will always
maintain their love of music and their joy for life.

With much deference to the past, we now look to the
future with hope, inspiration and excitement. We hope
you will enjoy being part of our musical journey.
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| Soweto Gospel Choir |
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Since its emergence in 2002, the Soweto Gospel Choir
has achieved major success both in South Africa and
overseas.

Comprised of young musicians mostly in their 20s, the
Soweto Gospel Choir was created by Australian
producers Andrew Kay, David Vigo and Clifford Hocking,
who engaged South African Executive Producer Beverly
Bryer and Musical Director David Mulovhedzi.

They held open auditions in Soweto to form an all-star
‘super-choir’ and were able to create a powerful
company made up of the best singers from David
Mulovhedzi’s own Holy Jerusalem Choir, as well as
various Soweto churches and from the general public.

South Africa has a long and diverse history of gospel
music. When Africans came into contact with European
missionaries and churches, they quickly absorbed their
religious music and blended it with local traditional music
to come up with unique styles and repertoires of spiritual
songs.

The Choir has been touring internationally for four years
to critical acclaim and sold out concerts. They are
Ambassadors for former President Mandela’s AIDS
Foundation 46664. The Choir has backed Diana Ross
and Christina Aguilera, in support of two very important
South African charities, Unite Against Hunger and
Nelson Mandela’s Children’s Fund.

The Soweto Gospel Choir continues to raise money for
its chosen charities — Nkosi’s Haven and Nkosi’s
Haven Vukani — having raised over 1.3 million Rand
(US$210,000) since their foundation. This money has
helped numerous, struggling AIDS orphans, who are in
continual and desperate need for the basic necessities
of life such as food, school clothing, electricity and
shelter.



)i
Biographies

‘ HITEIS! #8ES Executive Producer/Director
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Beverly Bryer has been involved in the entertainment industry for over 25 years. She began her
career in music, working with some of South Africa’s premier recording artists before moving on to
become Managing Director of a South African music publishing company.

In August 2002 Bryer formed her own company, Eventsco, specialising in events and entertainment
projects. In September, she was approached by Australian producers/promoters International Concert
Attractions, and Clifford Hocking and David Vigo, to form an African gospel choir, now known as the
Soweto Gospel Choir. Her position as Executive Producer/Director incorporates the production,
direction, management, marketing and publicising of the Choir in South Africa in association with
the Australian producers.

‘ TeeaEs “BR Music Director/Choir Master
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David Mulovhedzi has been managing gospel choir groups in Soweto since 1986. A member of the
Holy Jerusalem Evangelical Church, he has entertained the President of China and former President
Nelson Mandela. The Holy Jerusalem Choir also performed at a Miss World pageant and for Michael
Jackson during his South African tour. Mulovhedzi’s extensive knowledge of African gospel and
traditional music has been extremely influential in the selection of the repertoire for the Soweto
Gospel Choir.

| BE BEE5F EE Choir Master/Bass/Drummer/Dancer
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Mazwe Shabalala comes from a family of performers — his father was a well-known comedian and
actor, having performed on both the stage and screen in South Africa. Originally from Kwamashu in
Natal, Shabalala first performed with the Bafana Dance Group which won a Shell Road to Fame
competition in 1987. As a child dancer he then joined the European tour of Sarafina. In 1993 he
toured Germany with the musical show Bergvill Stories. He has been a member of the Soweto
Gospel Choir since 2002.



| #iEZ Alto
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Philiswe Faya grew up in Durban and in 2002 joined an award winning gospel group called Fakaza.
In 2003 she joined Afro Pop group Pettite and was lead singer and songwriter for their album. She
joined the Soweto Gospel Choir in 2005, which has given her a chance to explore her talents further,
and to travel while furthering her music studies.

‘ BEE Tenor
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George Kaudi started singing from an early age in the Children of God Ministries. He then joined the
group Immortal which was conducted by Nat Maboya. He was a member of the group Isabelo, and
then together with one of the members decided to form a duo. He has appeared in music videos
with well known South African gospel singers Deborah Fraser and Bongani Masuku. More recently
he joined Johnny Clegg as a backing vocalist and toured to London and Portugal before joining the
Soweto Gospel Choir.

‘ B{KE Bass
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Bongani Mabaso was born in Ladysmith, KwaZulu-Natal and grew up singing in the local church
and school choirs. After his schooling he moved to Johannesburg where he met many jazz musicians
including Sophie Mcgina, Dolly Rathebe and Mara Louw at Dorkay House where he performed with
the Junior Manhattan Brothers. He had the honour of performing for President Thabo Mbeki at
Gallagher Estate. Mabaso has performed with Johnny Clegg in Portugal and the UK and has backed
many gospel stars. Recently he took part in the South African film Drum, starring Taye Diggs and
other American stars.



| BiEZ A% EE Bass/Percussionist/Dancer
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Warren Mahlangu grew up in Alexandra Township. He has always been passionate about the
performing arts, working as a dancer, singer and drummer. At age 16 he joined Amakhono Wesintu
as a dancer and singer. He has participated in dance workshops with the well-known South African
dance company Moving Into Dance. He collaborated on the National AIDS Day song with Tu Nokwe
and DJ Mphulo. He joined the Soweto Gospel Choir in 2005.

‘ BEE BiE4% X Tenor/Percussionist/Dancer
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Tsepho Maitisa started playing the drums at school when he was 12. In 1996 he began working with
Tu Nokwe Productions as a performer. In 2004 he worked with the Moses Taiwa Molelekwa Arts
Foundation where he was a leading artist. In 2005 after touring South Africa with the national rugby
team, he joined the Soweto Gospel Choir as a singer, dancer and percussionist.

‘ BEE Tenor
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As a boy, Victor Makhathini sang in both the Zion Church Choir and the Boys’ Choir. He later formed
a group called New Generation. He has since worked with several well known artists and been
involved with various ministries, working with the praise and worship teams.

| ZIEE Alto
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Thuli Jeanette Mazibuko was born in Soweto and started her career with the well known youth
development organisation, Thabisong Youth Club. No stranger to international performance, she
has performed in France, Spain and India, as well as around South Africa. Mazibuko aims to develop
her talents as a singer and is inspired by gospel and traditional music.
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Lucas Mello started singing gospel from the age of seven. He then went on to high school where he
sang choral music until he matriculated from the Zitiken Secondary School in Tembisa, a township
outside Johannesburg. In 2003 he joined the Methodist Church Choir, singing bass, and accompanied
the group to Swaziland for choral competitions. In 2006 he joined the Soweto Gospel Choir.

| BT Soprano
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Thandi Mnduzulwane was born in Soweto and started singing at the age of six, joining the Midrand
Christian School Choir a few years later. She has received several singing and dancing awards. After
matriculation, Mnduzulwane studied contemporary music at college where she majored in vocals. It
was here that she wrote her first song which was performed at the launch of the contemporary
music course in 1998. In 1999, she recorded her first solo album, writing most of her songs with her
sister. She has recently joined the Soweto Gospel Choir to further her talent.

| &% EE Soprano/Dancer
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Nertia Mofokeng was born in Mpumalanga, Amersfoort. Inspired by African song and dance, she
joined the Vuka Lova Arts & Cultural Group. In 2002 she met choreographer S’bonile Ngubane from
African Footprint and toured to Korea and Japan working during the Soccer World Cup. She joined
the Soweto Gospel Choir in 2006.

| #&% Soprano
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Portia Mohwaduba was born 26 years ago in Witbank near Johannesburg. She started singing at
the age of 10 in Sunday school and went on to join the youth choir, Sweet Waters, at her church at
the age of 17. Since joining Soweto Gospel Choir, she has moved to Johannesburg.



‘ 5T, %EZE Soprano/Dancer
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Betty Motlogelwa is one of the youngest Choir members. She was born in Matlosana, North West
Province, and has always been interested in music and dance. In 1994 she joined a cultural group
where she performed music, traditional and gumboot dancing, and drama up until 2003. She joined
the Soweto Gospel Choir in 2005 as a soprano/dancer and is enjoying being part of what she
believes is ‘the best choir in the world”.

| &%, BES Bass Guitarist/Tenor
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Bongani Ncube comes from Soweto and has been working professionally in the music business for
three years, proving to be a multi-talented artist. He plays acoustic and electric bass, the drums and
is an alto and tenor vocalist. He has worked with many well-known South African artists, like Khaya
Mahlangu, Deborah Fraser and Kelli Khumalo. He also has a strong interest in fine art and spends
his spare time drawing and painting.

| B&E,E2E Tenor/Dancer
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Melusi Ndawonde was born in Ladysmith, KwaZulu-Natal. He developed his love of music and
dance whilst completing his schooling. He toured with the Thabisong Youth Club doing what he
loves most, singing and dancing, and has been a member of Soweto Gospel Choir since its inception
in 2002, touring with them to Australia, New Zealand and Portugal.

| BEE@E EZE Tenor/Keyboards/Dancer
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Born in Soweto, Diniloxolo Ndlakuse started singing in church at age six. After completing his
schooling he studied music at Eastside College where he learnt about the history of South African
music and its peoples as well as music form, piano and theory. He became bandleader, composer
and arranger of a college ensemble. At the same time he was composer, vocal arranger and conductor
of the choir of the Church of Soweto. He has worked with famous gospel artists like Lundi, Umoja
and Johnny Clegg and joined the Soweto Gospel Choir in 2006.



‘ BEE Tenor
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Godfrey Nene is 24 years old and started singing professionally at aged 13, working with top names
such as Vicky Vilakazi, Jay Hlongwane and Mara Louw. He has also worked in theatre and performed
in London, Sweden and Madagascar, as well as throughout South Africa.

| B&T &F Tenor/Drummer
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Walter Ntombela grew up in KwaZulu-Natal where he sang in church from a young age. In 1997 he
started singing professionally and has worked with many of the most accomplished South African
musical playwrights and musicians. These include Mbongeni Ngema and Duma Ka Ndlovu, and
gospel artists Benjamin Dube and Lundi. He has also worked with Chicco Twala and Lebo M of the
musical Lion King.

| #&% Soprano
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Sowetan-born, Linda Sambo grew up in a family where her grandfather was a pastor. This influence
led her to start her singing career in the Holy Jerusalem Choir, and with them performed for Nelson
Mandela at Sun City. She has since performed at many public concerts in the past few years and
joined the Soweto Gospel Choir in 2006.

‘ BET EE BiE% Tenor/Dancer/Percussionist
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Growing up in Soweto, Mxolisi Sithole developed an active involvement and love for the arts during
school. He was a member of Thabisong Youth Club, a non-profit youth organisation which has
nurtured many performing artists. With Thabisong he toured nationally and internationally as a
performer. He was also a member of Umoja, a South African dance musical which has been touring
the world for many years.



| &EE /$ikE Alto/Narrator

JFEF - AMEEABERLIEILABEEHE  ARECEEEASEBERE - SRBNEZ
HENEMANIEE - SERBUERNB TV EBREIRFNEE  SF(MBRER - BAFH~ /4%
cMBRBFLBMEREAR  BERREBESRASESEFRL  HEHER R IE - BE
FHEENHRF - RERERSBERMEFRFEIENES -

Born in Alexandra Township, Fikile Sidumo started singing at the age of nine in the Apostolic Church,
where she is still a teacher and conductor. She has worked as a singer and dancer with many
groups in Johannesburg including Amakhono Wesintu. She has performed with musical playwright
Gibson Kente and the Uthingo ladies a capella group. As an actor and singer she possesses a
unique depth and strength in her vocal range. The Soweto Gospel Choir is her first professional
engagement.

| &S Alto

ZEER  HERERBEATERR  BNRAEHE > ABMARSEEE  THEAEER
FoRRERANBEEDX  RARENBAER  AMHILNEBRKEHEE  SHTER
o MARERBHREEE -

Angelina Temetu grew up in Vosloorus in Gauteng. She had always loved singing and her goal was
to be a professional singer, having been a member of her church choir since the age of nine. After
completing her schooling she studied business, catering and hairdressing, but her love of music
won over her business interests, and she decided to audition for and joined the Soweto Gospel
Choir.

| BET, T EZ&M Tenor/Lead Guitar

X - BRIIRESHE-MERENHREFERE  HERFTLER  AREEBETY ARAH
BITSAESEMN  AREEHHSCBELHER - ARTATREZTLY  15SRETHFILIE
B YREMHEHRFBAZTY - WESXRMENERASZMEREN - TEEL - 2006F
MAREZERBHRESEE -

Kevin Williams comes from Pietermaritzburg, KwaZulu-Natal, and was introduced to music at the
age of nine by his musically orientated family. He was taught how to play drums and bass guitar by
family members and then began to play music full-time in local church choirs. His dedication to
music led him to teach music to youngsters in the local church and conduct musical workshops at
the age of 15. After completing high school he enrolled in a music degree at the University of Natal
where he majored in vocals. He joined the Soweto Gospel Choir in 2006.
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